Flowchart for the development of a Neighbourhood Plan
Stage 1: Area Designation
Community wishes
to undertake a
Neighbourhood Plan
(NP)

Visit
www.locality.org.uk
for information
about grants of
£500-£7,000 to
support you

SCDC as the Local Planning
Authority provides advice and
determines whether a NP is the
right vehicle

Community undertakes local
consultation with residents,
businesses, landowners and
neighbouring authorities on
proposed NA boundary

Relevant body makes an application* to SCDC to
designate the proposed NA
*Application form (with guidance notes) is available on
SCDC website, along with criteria for ‘relevant body’
status:
www.scambs.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning

SCDC publicises the application for NOT LESS THAN
6 WEEKS through website, press release, neighbouring
parishes and authorities and through its own bulletins to
district councillors and parishes
Community/ies publicise the application as widely as
possible ensuring residents, businesses, landowners etc
are given an opportunity to comment. All publicity must
include a copy of the application, details of how to make
representations and the deadline

SCDC notifies all relevant parties when the NA
consultation has closed and when to expect a decision:
between 6-12 weeks, dependent upon the number and
complexity of representations made. Decisions will take
all representations into account.
Options are:
•
•
•
•

designate the NA as per the application
designate some or all of the NA as a business area
modify the NA (with parish consent)
refuse the application

Explanations and information about next steps will be
given, as appropriate

NO
YES

Community
investigates
alternatives to the
NP process

Community agrees NP is
appropriate and determines the
proposed Neighbourhood Area
(NA) locally. Discussions include
whether or not to align with
neighbouring parishes/ authorities
and, if so, which parish will take the
lead?*
* Parishes can only be part of one
NA, which cannot overlap with
another

SCDC checks the application for:
• a map identifying the proposed
NA (support is available from
SCDC to produce this map)
• a supporting statement about
the relevant body
• a supporting statement about
the area being proposed – why
should it be designated as a

NA?

SCDC publicises the decision,
including the name of the NA, the
name of the parish council or other
relevant body nominating it, and
a map showing it (and all other
designations)
Stage 2 of the process is the
development of the Neighbourhood
Plan itself

