
The evening is promising to be fun and fruitful, with a variety of 
useful, interesting and luxurious offers, including jewellery, a 
beekeeping experience for two, a yoga session, babysitting, 1m3 of 
firewood, a handmade Christmas wreath and a stay in a Norfolk 
holiday cottage plus lots more. The full catalogue can be found at 
www.auctionofpromises.com (search for West Wickham football). 
We still have space for more “promises”, so please get in touch if 
you have something to share with your community. The usual Hub 
Night refreshments will be on offer, with the addition of pizza from 

the Little Pizza Oven van. We hope to see you there! 
 

Louise Salter, T: 07901 855275 
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WHEELED BIN COLLECTIONS 

 

Wednesday   5 November     Blue & green 

Wednesday 12 November     Black 

Wednesday 19 November     Blue & Green 

Wednesday 26 November     Black 

 

It is no longer necessary to book to attend 
any of Cambridgeshire’s Household 

Recycling Centres.  
For details of locations & opening hours visit: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-

and-recycling/household-recycling-centres 

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 

 

West Wickham website: for news, what’s on, 
directory of information & useful contacts.  

https://westwickham.org 

 

AgeUK Community Warden: 
Sheree Geoghegan. T: 07436 102865 

Email:  wardens@ageukcap.org.uk 

 

Granta Medical Practice / Linton Health 
Centre:  
T: 0300 234 5555 option 3, followed by option 
1 for appointments, option 2 for the Pharmacy. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

 

2 November   11.00. Joint service of Holy 
    Communion at Balsham Church 

9 November   9.30. Holy Communion at  
    St Mary’s Church 

16 November   9.30. Morning worship at 
    St Mary’s Church 

23 November  9.30. Holy Communion at 
    St Mary’s Church 

30 November   9.30. Holy Communion at 
    St Mary’s Church 

 

For more details visit www.grantavale.org.uk 

COFFEE MORNING 

THURSDAY 13 NOVEMBER 

10.30—12.00 

VILLAGE HALL 

R.A.F. WRATTING COMMON 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

 

There will be a short Service at the Memorial on Sunday 9 November at 
12 noon.  The Memorial is situated at Weston Woods Farm, Weston 
Colville, CB21 5NR. We hope to be joined by some of the veterans who 
served with XC Squadron, 1651 Heavy Conversion Unit and 195 
Squadron.  

Continued on page 2 



R.A.F. Wratting Common Remembrance Sunday 

 

Cadets from 1451 (Haverhill) Squadron of the Air Training 
Corps will be on parade. Wreaths will be laid in memory of 
all those who served here and throughout the world, 
especially those who gave their lives in the cause of 
freedom. Attendees are invited to lay wreaths or crosses for 
those they wish to remember, and anyone is welcome to 
attend. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 
 

We are always pleased to hear from anyone interested in 
getting involved with the Airfield Memorial. With just two 
services per year to arrange, as well as year-round general 
maintenance, this is not an onerous project to assist with but 
is very rewarding. It is hoped that, with the continued 
support of people in the locality, this important memorial to 
our community’s war effort will survive for many 
generations. 
 

Dan Heath, for Friends of Wratting Common 

Email: rafwrattingcommon@gmail.com, 
T: Mob: 07736 737 174 

 

SAM AGNEW 1941-2025 

 

Many in the village will have known Sam, who died on 1 
September, whether this was as our District Councillor, 
doorstep canvassing for the Lib Dems, as a founder of the 
Friends of the Roman Road & Fleam Dyke or as a long-

standing member of both the Gardening and the Carpet 
Bowls Clubs.  As District Councillor, he was instrumental 
in seeing the building of the new Village Hall through the 
planning and grant application process, in recognition of 
which he was asked to officially open the Hall in 2000. 
 

Sam was brought up on a small family farm in the 
Mountains of Mourne in Northern Ireland and had a long 
and varied career in horticulture.  At age 15, he started in 
the famous Slieve Donard nursery before moving to 
England to work at Hilliers and then going to Writtle 
College near Chelmsford to gain horticultural qualifications.  
He worked in nurseries in Holland and Germany, on an 
organic smallholding in Scotland, at a government research 
station in Jersey, ran a carnation business on the Isle of Man 
before going into horticultural training in Hampshire and 
East Anglia.  On early retirement he became head gardener 
at Homerton College in Cambridge, first part time and then 
full time. 
 

Sam was a kind, generous, caring man – committed to the 
community and always appreciative of the work of others.  
He will be very much missed and thoughts go out to Trish 
and his family. 
 

Janet Morris 

 

BUTTERCUPS COMMUNITY 

PRE-SCHOOL 

 

We would like to extend a big welcome to our new children 
and their families who have joined the Buttercups setting.  
This is where their new journeys begin! 
 

Autumn brought us a glorious sunny day to walk around 
Balsham for our scavenger hunt fundraiser.  Thank you to 
everyone who came and took part, we raised £100 which 
will go into our much needed fundraising pot.   
 

Here comes the ‘C’ word you have been waiting for, ho, ho, 
ho! Yes, it's our very popular annual CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE.  SAVE THE DATE – Sunday 7 December.  We 
have a wonderful collection of craft and trade stalls and 
delicious refreshments.  More details to follow so watch out 
for notices and posters.   

COFFEE MORNING NEWS 

 

Donations for the tea, coffee and cakes on offer at our 
October Coffee Morning went to support the Arthur Rank 
Hospice which is located at Shelford Bottom, next to the 
Babraham Road Park & Ride.  The charity has recently 
announced a massive cut in their funding due to the 
withdrawal of a long-standing contribution from Cambridge 
University Hospitals. Please see Pippa Heylings update and 
sign the petition on her website 
(www.pippaheylings.org.uk) which calls on the government 
to restore the funding.  (You can tell that I am very much a 
supporter of the work of this hospice; I regularly visit there 
with Lenny, who is a therapy dog, and have seen at first-
hand what a special place it is). 
 

Our next Coffee Morning will be on 

Thursday 13 November from 10.30 – 12.00 

The charity we will be supporting, as we do 
each November, is the Royal British Legion. 

 

The Village Hall is also host to a Vaccination Event at the 
same time which has been organised by the NHS 
Hertfordshire, East Anglia and BLMK Community & 
School-Aged Immunisation Service.   If you think that you 
may be eligible for a vaccine, please come along.  Walk-Ins 
are welcome.  Hopefully those of you who come along for a 
jab will stay for a drink and piece of cake and our regulars 
can also take advantage of the event and check to see what 
they may be eligible for. Lifts can be arranged.  Any 
questions?  Please ask. 
 

Thank you in advance to Loraine & Jan for serving behind 
the counter and for all donations of cake and other goodies.  
We are grateful for all offers of food, which will be greedily 
accepted. 
 

Sue Thurston. T: 01223 897811 / email@suethurston.co.uk 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 
have been posted on the website and the village notice 
boards. Below are the main items discussed at the meeting. 
 

Planning:  

Streetly Hall biodigester: Chris Covey said that, if the 
archaeological investigations are satisfactory, work would 
begin in November.  
Kingsway Solar Farm update: A Parish Council planning 
meeting to determine what position the Parish Council 
would take regarding Kingsway’s proposals will be held in 
October. A request was received to donate to the KSCA but 
no decision could be made until the Council determined its 
position. 
Traffic & Parking issues:  
Potholes & flooding: There has been no or little progress on 
reported issues. Cllr. Batchelor was asked to get an update 
on those in Streetly End. 
Speedwatch: Trevor Hall has stepped down from running 
the village Speedwatch. The Chairman suggested that he 
and Cllr. McNeillie could share responsibility for running 
the group until someone would step up from within the 
volunteer group. This was agreed. 
LHI Grant - MVAS unit: This has now arrived and the 
Speedwatch volunteers will shortly be trained in its use and 
deployment. 
Maintenance:  
Footpaths: A complaint had been received regarding the 
overgrown state of footpath No. 29 (Burton End to Hill 
Farm) otherwise all footpaths are in good order. Several 
residential hedges are however restricting pavement access. 
Weed infestation: A complaint had been made regarding the 
spread of thistles from re-wilded fields onto a neighbouring 
garden. The Chairman had spoken to the owner of the field 
who was unable to currently act on the complaint until 
November due to the DEFRA scheme restrictions.  
Village Hall & Recreation ground: 
Repairs to play equipment: The Chairman had personally 
repaired the basketball equipment on the MUGA at 
considerably less cost (£199) than the £4,200 quote 
received. There are still some small remaining general 
playground repairs, which Tom Licence will be asked to 
quote for. 
Five aside-project: A group of volunteers, headed by 
Louise Salter, Nicci Trudgeon & Mary Winstone, had a 
meeting to organise raising funds for equipment for the 5-

aside project. Funding will also be sought from the Football 
Association and possibly the Wadlow Wind Farm charity. 
PA system for Village Hall: A PA system has now been 
installed, donated in full by the Hub Night. 
The “Strowger” bench: The old bench is now in use again 
since the overgrown shrubbery has been removed. However 
it is in poor condition and the Parish Council gratefully 
accepted Mrs Hill’s offer to replace it with a non-wood 
bench.  
Any Other Business:  
1. Rob Giles will be asked to put down weed killer round 

the Village Hall area, possibly twice a year, (to be paid 
for by the Parish Council) when he also treats the areas 
around Home Close for weeds for the Housing 
Association. 

2. The Village Hall has received a grant of £1,000 for 
security in and around the building with CCTV etc. to 
aid with security of the back car park. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 24 November 
at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk. 
T: 01223 665260; Email: parish.clerk@westwickham.org 

AN UPDATE FROM YOUR LOCAL MP 

PIPPA HEYLINGS 

 

Over parliamentary recess I took the opportunity to meet 
and hear from residents and organisations in South 
Cambridgeshire. One issue has dominated - the serious 
funding cut facing the Arthur Rank Hospice. This 
wonderful organisation, which provides vital end of life 
care for the terminally ill, is being forced to plan for the 
closure of nine of its 23 beds - a reduction of 40% of its 
inpatient capacity. At the time of writing, the hospice is 
facing a funding deficit of £829,000. 
 

I have visited the hospice on several occasions and heard 
from their CEO, Sharon Allen, their amazing staff and the 
patients and families who treasure this resource. Together 
with Cambridgeshire’s Liberal Democrat MPs Charlotte 
Cane and Ian Sollom, I have set up a petition to call on the 
government to save these vital palliative care beds. Over 
14,000 people have signed our petition calling for a rethink, 
with 4,500 signatures in just the first 24 hours! I have been 
so heartened by the extraordinary response of residents as 
news of this became public. This is a resounding call to 
action that has been well reported in the media. 
 

Given the level of response and the concern shown, our 
petition is now addressed directly to the Prime Minister as 
well as to the Secretary of State for Health. If we can get 
more signatures, we plan to hand in the petition to Number 
10 Downing Street - so please do sign it here 
www.pippaheylings.org.uk/campaigns/save-arh-beds and 
share as widely as you can to save these precious Arthur 
Rank Hospice beds and the skilled staff that provide the 
care for them. 
 

If you would like to help the hospice further, you can find 
details to donate to their Protect our Care campaign at 
www.arhc.org.uk/donate. 
 

Alongside campaigning to save the hospice, I’ve also been 
out on the doorsteps listening to residents, holding surgeries 
and meeting constituents at my ‘meet your MP’ events. 
These are just a few of the things I’ve been working on over 
the last few months that I wanted to share with you. If you 
would like to keep up to date with my work, you can 
register for my e-newsletter, available at  

www.pippaheylings.org.uk/newsletter. 
 

Pippa Heylings MP 

 

BALSHAM SINGERS 

30th anniversary Christmas concert 
 

Saturday 13 December, 4pm in Balsham Church. 
Tickets, to include seasonal refreshments, are £12.00 & 
£1.00 for under 16’s. Available at Balsham and Abington 
Post Offices and online at  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/balshamsingers 

 

Jo Stinton 



SEASONAL WELLBEING 

 

As the days shorten and the air cools, autumn encourage us 
to slow down and snuggle up. There is a sense of warmth 
and comfort from the smell of an apple pie or cinnamon 
buns cooking.  This connection between scent and emotion 
is the heart of Aromatherapy.  Our sense of smell links 
directly to our brains limbic system, responsible for 
emotions and memory. Inhaling essential oils allows these 
tiny molecules to trigger responses that help us feel more 
relaxed, energised, or uplifted. Your body is also able to 
absorb these oils into your skin and bloodstream for a full-
body experience.  If you want to know more take a look at 
www.innerlather.co.uk. 
 

I am excited to introduce you to Emma Hirst: 
I'm a fully qualified and experienced reflexologist running 
my private practice from my tranquil, purpose-built cabin in 
Horseheath. I have further training in Facial and Advanced 
Facial Reflexology,  a diploma in palliative and cancer care 
reflexology, having volunteered at the Cambridge Cancer 
Help Centre in Shelford since 2014. 
Reflexology is a holistic therapy that uses gentle massage 
and pressure on specific reflexes of the feet, hands or face. 
These reflexes correspond with different parts and systems 
of the body. By stimulating these areas, we aim to restore 
balance, health and wellbeing. It's an incredibly relaxing 
treatment; clients rarely manage to keep their eyes open and 
often feel as if they are walking on air afterwards. It is 
particularly helpful with stress and general anxiety 
disorders, peri-menopause/menopause. If you'd like to know 
more you can contact or message me on 07739 329619 or 
email emmahirstreflexology@gmail.com. Look me up on 
Facebook: Emma Hirst Reflexology. 
 

Nicci Trudgeon 

 

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 
 

We have returned after the holidays and are working on the 
theme “Skills for my future“. We will also be getting ready 
for Christmas after the half term holiday. We have a STEM 
(Science, technology, engineering & mathematics) day 
organised by the Girlguiding county on 1 November in Ely 
and there are also plans for a district residential in February, 
near Norwich this time 

 

If you have been intrigued by what you have read about the 
Brownies and you have a 7-year old girl, or older, living in 
your home and think she might like to join us then please 
email me on horseheathbrownies@gmail.com or register her 
on www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register
-your-daughter/ and I’ll get in touch. Also, if you have a 
daughter who is 5 years old, she could be a Rainbow or if 
she is over 10 years old then she could be a Guide. There 
are spaces available in local units, Horseheath and Linton.  
 

Pauline, Katie, Esther and Ella 

WEST WICKHAM IN THE PAST: 
A MISCELLANY 

 

Back in February I wrote about a couple of historic, rare 
visitors to the village – the great bustard and an albatross - 
but what about other birds and wildlife?  Unfortunately, 
records are hard to come by as there are few personal 
reminiscences surviving. 
 

The most information we have on wildlife comes from 
Streetly: A Tale of Cambridgeshire by a “Native”, the 
privately printed 1928 memoir of Jonas Marshall Webb who 
was brought up at Streetly Hall, although it has to be said 
that his main interest was in killing it.  Jonas was born in 
1859 and had left home by 1881, so his memories mainly 
date from then.  
 

Partridges are mentioned more frequently than anything 
else.  They were plentiful on the farm and the Roman Road 
in particular was a ‘paradise’ for them as there were plenty 
of hedges for cover and nesting (chalk hill blue butterflies 
were also there in numbers).  He does not say whether these 
were the native grey partridge or the non-native red-legged 
partridge.  The latter was introduced from Europe in the 
17thc to increase the number of game birds and has been 
especially successful at breeding here in East Anglia.  This 
is the one we are likely to see in the fields today in a group 
known as a covey.  On the other hand, the grey partridge is 
now on the Red List which means it is of Conservation 
Concern. 
 

Another Red List bird, the dotterel, regularly rested in the 
West Field in early May on its way north to its summer 
breeding grounds in more mountainous areas.  Foxes had 
their earths in the old chalk pit along Dean Road and there 
were badgers near Streetly Hall itself.  Game, in the form of 
partridges and hares (no mention of pheasants), was 
apparently plentiful on the farm so they did not go in for 
any artificial breeding and everything shot was eaten.  There 
was much emphasis on killing any animal as quickly and as 
humanely as possible, even in the rabbit hunts – rabbits 
were a pest to farmers as they ate crops - involving lots of 
over excited boys and dogs (but thankfully no guns). 
 

A large dog otter was killed on the farm by a couple of 
terriers so it was not unusual to see one so far from any 
water even then.  It was subsequently stuffed and displayed 
in a glass case.  The most unusual sighting, however, was at 
Hildersham.  Jonas, along with other family members, was 
fishing just below the ford (where the bridge is now) where 
a ditch from a nearby lake ran into the Granta.  On hearing a 
bit of a commotion they found that the sluice gate into the 
river was closed preventing huge eels from travelling 
downstream on their journey to their breeding grounds in 
the Sargasso Sea.  I’m afraid they caught and killed many, 
much to the delight of their epicure great uncle Tom.  It’s 
hard to think there are eels in the Granta nowadays! 
 

To find out more about your village in the past why not join 
West Wickham & District Local History Club, come along 
to a meeting or contact:   
 

Janet Morris, 21 High Street 
T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com  

 

LINTON LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups meet on Friday 21 

November, one at 10.30am and the other at 2.30pm. The 
morning group has space for new members. Other weekly 
events as normal. 
 

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King 

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm; 
Thursday 2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm 

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT 

LOCAL HISTORY CLUB 

 

Monday 10 November 
7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Sturbridge Fair 
Talk by Honor Ridout 

 

Find out more about possibly the largest medieval market 
in Europe 

 

All welcome (a small charge for non-members) 
 

For further details contact: Janet Morris, 21 High Street 
T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com 



NATURE NOTES 

 

A shrew provides the main highlight of our nature notes 
this month. Di spotted a tiny ball of fur writhing, apparently 
in the last throes of life. Surprisingly, it was not injured but 
had managed to get its tail twisted in some grasses. Di 
skilfully managed to disentangle it without getting bitten 
and it ran away into the undergrowth. She almost certainly 
saved its life as shrews must eat 200-300% of their 
bodyweight each day in order to survive and must eat every 
two to three hours otherwise they will starve. They are 
carnivores/insectivores and venomous animals with red-

tipped teeth, which makes it doubly important not to get 
bitten by one.  
 

Walking between Streetly End and Horseheath there are 
some very large field areas which are now starkly yellow, 
the green shoots having been sprayed off with herbicide. A 
depressing sight but there is some hope for farmland 
wildflowers. Di noticed while walking on a footpath 
crossing a recently stubbled field two flowers that had 
managed to survive the harvest – scarlet pimpernel and 
field pansy (also known as hearts-ease or jump-up-and-kiss
-me). Wildflowers and grasses that grow in stubble fields 
are known as ‘eddish’. They have evolved quick lifecycles, 
flowering and setting seed in mere weeks, providing forage 
for farmland wildlife. We have no stubble as such in our 
garden but nonetheless, having cut down an area of long 
grass, a mushroom known as ‘stubble rosegill’ has sprung 
up. It is greyish white on top and the gills are white to begin 
with but soon turn pink. It is apparently edible but watery 
and poor in quality, so we won’t be trying it. 
 

Shortly after submitting my nature notes to the editors last 
month, Lucy Cameron sent me a video of a hobby, a small 
but noisy falcon with a distinctive call. This is not the first 
time we have had a hobby passing through West Wickham 
on their way back to warmer climes. They are known for 
catching dragonflies but also small birds including swallows 
and swifts, which they sometimes resemble in flight. The 
aerobatic skills needed for such predation are considerable 
and impressive. Other birds on the move and passing 
through West Wickham are golden plovers which a number 
of us have seen in fairly good numbers. We have been 
awaiting the arrival of our winter thrushes and I have just 
had news that a 
group of 20 redwings 
have been seen on 
the allotments. In the 
meantime my 
trailcam has picked 
up pictures of two 
song thrushes and a 
young green 
woodpecker visiting 
the trug of water in 
our copse. 
 

Last month we commented on the large number of acorns 
produced by oak trees in this ‘mast year’. In the New Forest 
some people have common rights to drive pigs into the 
forest to feast on the acorns. This is known as pannage, and 
at the time of the Doomsday Book was used as a way of 
calculating the amount of woodland in parishes, based on 
the number of pigs a wood could support. Pannage however 
declined in Britain from the middle ages because the acorn 
crop was too unpredictable. It is only in the New Forest that 
the tradition persists today. 
 

Drawing of a green woodpecker by Maureen Williams 

 

Please send your nature sightings to: 
Peter Grieve. T: 01223 897811, E: mail@petergrieve.co.uk 

Di Licence. T: 290434, E: dianarubylicence@gmail.com  

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT 
GARDENING CLUB 

Everything’s coming up dahlias! 
 

It was terrific to see a good number of members at last 
month’s AGM and to celebrate the success of our growing 
Club together. The new more social format gave us an 
opportunity to share ideas for talks, events and outings and 
look forward to making the coming year even more special. 
Thank you to everyone who attended.  
 

With the dry summer and autumn, we have had the 
unexpected bonus of a fantastic display of drought-tolerant 
dahlias in our gardens. Anyone who has been lucky enough 
to see the beds at Anglesey Abbey this year will have seen 
how successful this plant can be in this changing climate. 
Consequently, we are delighted to be welcoming flower-
grower and floral designer, Kim O’Brian to talk to us about 
Growing Dahlias as Cut Flowers on Monday 17 
November at 7:30pm in the Village Hall. Kim has spoken 
on-stage at BBC Gardeners’ World and she won a gold 
medal for her debut show garden at the BBC Gardeners’ 
World Autumn Fair. You might also have heard her on the 
BBC Radio Cambridgeshire gardening programme. With 
the Hall’s new PA system now fully operational we are very 
happy to host much larger groups for these occasions and 
anticipate this talk will be very well attended.  
 

For Club information please contact Sally Collins at 
wwdgc@westwickham.org 

 

FROM THE VICARAGE 

 

Mostly the words ‘Safeguarding Training’ elicit either blank 
incomprehension, or a heavy sigh. Those whose work puts 
them in contact with children or vulnerable adults, will 
certainly know about these training sessions, which they 
must attend, often yearly. They need these safeguarding 
skills to help protect children and vulnerable adults from 
harm, abuse and neglect; skills to recognise risks and to 
respond appropriately when abuse is suspected. Rarely 
many do, coming across such abuse in their work, sigh and 
wonder if this isn’t simply another ‘tickbox’ exercise. 
Nevertheless, as we learn daily from the news, the effect on 
victims of abuse can be profoundly damaging; as can the 
fallout be disastrous for those suspected of being abusers and 
their wider circle of family and friends. These aren’t risks 
we can take lightly. 
As a member of the Ministry Team serving our local 
churches, I'm also obliged to attend regular Diocesan 
Safeguarding Training. And to be honest, in the past I’ve 
also sighed deeply. For each year they seem to make it 
more and more demanding. I guess though, given the 
shocking record of how churches have handled (or hidden) 
abuse in the past, that’s understandable. 
Yes, the Church is rather like any other social institution. 
And yes, as such, reputations matter. Moreover, if we can't 
prove that the ‘staff’ are up to date with their Safeguarding 
Training, and all the risk assessments have been completed 
then, God forbid, our insurers might not pay out if there is 
a disaster. 
Yet, much more importantly, I must not forget that our 
‘welcome’ into these buildings and congregations is God's 
welcome into the Church he founded and sustains. That 
God has welcomed us into the safety of his love and life 
means that ‘safeguarding’ this space is no tedious, nor 
defensive obligation, but an essential witness to God’s 
continuing presence among us. This year, as our annual 
reminder that we must all take our part in ensuring our 
welcome is indeed into a ‘safe space’, Safeguarding 
Sunday will be held on 16 November. 
 

Alistair Collen, Lay Minister 



KINGSWAY SOLAR COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to our 
objection workshops and to those who attended the 
Kingsway Solar presentations to raise your concerns. We’re 
also grateful to everyone who submitted a response to the 
Stage Two statutory consultation. Our aim was to encourage 
as many personal and well-informed submissions as 
possible, and together we achieved just that! Thank you also 
for your donations to our GoFundMe campaign, which 
supported our community activities and helped make our 
“No Way Kingsway” signs so visible across the villages 
during the consultation. Your generosity has kept the 
campaign active and seen. 
 

Community survey results. Our analysis of the survey 
(completed by more than 200 residents) formed a key part 
of KSCA’s consultation response. Over 90% of respondents 
oppose the proposed Kingsway Solar project, with 86% 
strongly opposed. The top concerns were visual impact on 
the landscape, loss of productive farmland, and harm to 
wildlife and nature. Despite this, residents overwhelmingly 
support renewable energy when delivered in fairer, more 
sustainable ways, such as rooftop solar, brownfield 
developments, and community-owned projects rather than 
large industrial schemes on farmland. 
 

Support the legal fund. Our Crowd Justice campaign is 
raising funds for the legal challenge. The platform ensures 
donations only go towards a properly funded case; if a 
target isn’t met, pledges are automatically refunded. This 
gives every supporter confidence that their contribution will 
make an impact. Crowd Justice also provides a transparent 
way to collect small donations securely and track progress 
publicly. Every pledge, large or small, helps. 
 

Step into Nature. As the seasons change, please keep 
logging wildlife sightings on iRecord. Your observations of 
birds, bats, flowers, and hedgerow species are vital evidence 
of the biodiversity that could be affected by the Kingsway 
Solar development. Every record counts. 
 

What happens next. Our work continues. KSCA will 
register as an Interested Party when the Planning 
Inspectorate opens the next stage. This allows us to 
contribute formally to the Examination and provide 
feedback as the proposal is reviewed. The fight to oppose 
this industrial solar development is not over, and your 
continued involvement remains essential. 
 

Useful links 

• Become a KSCA member to stay involved https://
kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/how-to-join-us/ 

• Request a No Way Kingsway sticker, email 
hello@kingswayaction.org 

• Donate to KSCA campaign via GoFundMe to support 
our work www.gofundme.com/f/no-to-kingsway-solar-
farm 

• Donate to legal funds: crowdjustice.com/case/
kingswaysolarcommunitylegalaction 

• Follow KSCA on Facebook and Instagram 
#kingswaysolaraction for real-time updates. 

 

Kathy Day  

UKRAINE’S CONTINUING CRISIS 

DISPLACED FAMILIES NEED SUPPORT 

PLEASE HELP 
 

A collection for the people of Ukraine will be held on 
Saturday 8 November at Abington Primary School from 
9.00am until 12.30pm. Organised by local Rotarian Tony 
Collett this will be the sixth collection that the school has 
kindly supported and is in addition to the seventeen that 
Rotary has organised in Saffron Walden. They have resulted 
in 15 tons of food and 43 brand-new generators that have 
been supplied to UK-Aid who have arranged delivery since 
the inception of these collections. 
They need warm clothing and footwear in good condition 
and sheets, blankets [not pillows, nor duvets]. Everyday 
canned and dried food, baby food, gluten free items, 
medical aid, toiletries, and cleaning materials, cooking 
utensils, torches, batteries and toys, games and educational 
items.  In addition, donations in cash or by card can be 
made at the Rotary collection point on 8 November. If 
anyone has any queries contact Tony on 01223 893447. 
 

LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE NEWS 

 

At the College, our dedicated Future Pathways and Careers 
team, Mrs Scally and Mrs Neeves, are passionate about 
guiding students as they begin to explore the world of work. 
This journey starts early, with Year 7 students engaging in 
careers education from the moment they join us in 
September. 
Already this academic year, students across nearly every 
year group have taken part in career-focused events. Year 7 
enjoyed “What’s My Line?”, a fun and interactive guessing 
game where students asked questions to identify the 
professions of visiting volunteers. Year 8 will soon take part 
in a Skills Development day, hosted by Form the Future, a 
valued Community Interest Company we’ve partnered with 
for several years. 
Year 9 students recently attended an Industry Day at The 
Junction in Cambridge, where they explored careers in the 
arts. Workshops covered sound engineering, lighting 
design, and pathways into the music industry. A highlight 
was the behind-the-scenes tour, including the lighting 
gallery, followed by a Q&A with professionals in the field. 
For our Year 10 and 11, the Post-16 Open Evening offered 
valuable insights into future pathways, whether through 
apprenticeships or college. We were thrilled to see so many 
Year 10s actively engaging with their options, including 
preparations for their summer term work experience. 
At LVC, we believe every student deserves the opportunity 
to dream big and by fostering strong partnerships between 
school and home, we aim to ensure that every student feels 
confident and supported as they navigate their next steps 
and build futures with purpose.  
We’d also like to hear from former students of Linton 
Village College who are willing to share their career 
journeys since leaving us. Your achievements help inspire 
our current learners. If you’re able to help, please contact 
Mrs Scally at nscally@lintonvc.org. 
 

Helena Marsh, Principal 

BALSHAM WI 
 

The October meeting covered the Noughties. This was the decade of 9/11 and 7/7 and the global financial crisis in 2008. The 
iPhone and Kindle were launched, and Facebook, Twitter, Wikipedia, YouTube and Spotify entered our lives. The Euro 
currency started, and England won the Rugby World Cup. Nationally many projects took place to mark the millennium 
including The Millennium Dome, London Eye, Eden Project and Rosie Green Wood in Balsham. Balsham WI also 
celebrated its 75th birthday. Our next meeting will take place on 11 November in Balsham Pavilion at 7.30pm and will 
feature a round-up of the WI over the last 100 years. Please get in touch if you are interested in joining us email 
balshamwi@gmail.com or send a message on Facebook, @Balsham WI            Debbie Mower 


