
THANK YOU FROM THE EDITORS 
 

We would like to thank everybody involved with the Village Voice, 
especially those stalwarts who deliver it throughout the year – new 
volunteer Alison Puttock, Laura Hawksley, Sue Thurston, Pete Grieve & 
Andrew Morris. Especial thanks to Janet Morris who proof reads it each 
month; to the Parish Council whose support allows it to be distributed 
free of charge to every household; to Oliver Plumridge for printing it, to 
Maureen Williams for her wonderful drawings and of course to 
everybody who sends articles, news and reports.  
 

Thank you all.  Andrew and Anna   
 

PLEASE HELP SAVE OUR CLUB 
 

West Wickham Carpet Bowls Club is looking for people to join us for a 
very enjoyable social evening playing some gentle sport (but one which 
can be skilful and challenging).  Carpet bowls is easy to learn, can be 
played by all ages and abilities and requires no special kit or equipment.  
Our numbers have become depleted through ‘natural causes’ making it 
physically demanding for those of us remaining and increasingly 
financially unviable.  We would very much like to keep playing.  So, 
please come along and have a go – there is no obligation to join although, 
of course, we hope you will get hooked!  Face to face social activity is 
what villages are all about so why not come along to meet new people and 
make new friends in person rather than simply on WhatsApp. 
 

We meet every Wednesday evening from 7pm to 9.30pm in the Village 
Hall.  Just come along or contact Janet Morris for further details. 

T: 290863  Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com 
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WHEELED BIN COLLECTIONS 
 

Wednesday   7 January     Black 

Wednesday 14 January     Blue & Green 

Wednesday 21 January     Black 

Wednesday 28 January     Blue only 

 

It is no longer necessary to book to attend 
any of Cambridgeshire’s Household 

Recycling Centres.  
For details of locations & opening hours visit: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-

and-recycling/household-recycling-centres 

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
 

AgeUK Community Warden: 
Sheree Geoghegan. T: 07436 102865 

Email:  wardens@ageukcap.org.uk 

 

Granta Medical Practice / Linton Health 
Centre:  
T: 0300 234 5555 option 3, followed by option 
1 for appointments, option 2 for the Pharmacy. 

CHURCH SERVICES 
4 January   11.00. Joint service of Holy 
    Communion at Balsham Church 

11 January   9.30. Holy Communion at  
    St Mary’s Church 

18 January   9.30. Holy Communion at  
    St Mary’s Church 

25 January   9.30. Morning worship at 
    St Mary’s Church 

For more details visit www.grantavale.org.uk 

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT 
LOCAL HISTORY CLUB 

 

Monday 12 January 

7.30pm in the Village Hall 
 

A return visit by archaeologist Mathew Morris to talk on 

RICHARD III: 
Bloody will be Thine End 

 

Reconstructing the life & death of England’s last 
medieval king 

All welcome (small charge for non-members) 
 

Further details from Janet Morris, 21 High Street 
T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com 

FOR UPDATES & USEFUL 

INFORMATION GO TO 

https://westwickham.org 

West Wickham website: for news, what’s on, 
directory of information & useful contacts.  



COMMUNITY & WELLBEING 
 

Being part of a community can greatly increase your 
wellbeing. Recent studies show being part of an active 
community is great for your health and longevity.  Our 
village offers wonderful opportunities for getting together. 
We have many clubs, including The Gardening Club, Local 
History Club and Carpet Bowls Club. All their details are 
on the Village Website www.westwickham.org/hall and 
regularly featured in the Village Voice. There is also a dog 
walking group on Sundays and the Stich, Bitch and Crafty 
Things group.  
 

If you enjoy a calm start to your day, West Wickham Coffee 
Morning each month provides a perfect space to chat, share 
a laugh and feel supported by your neighbours. Or why not 
come along to St Mary’s Church, details of the Services are 
on the front of Village Voice.  
 

For relaxed evening socialising, don't miss our brilliant 
monthly Hub Nights. This pop-up community pub is a 
relaxed, informal space where everyone is welcome.  
Making time to join in can be great for your wellbeing. As a 
village community it’s great to be here for each other. 
 

We recently held an auction of promises during a Hub 
Night, which turned out to be a fantastic evening, thanks to 
the generosity of the community and local businesses. 
Despite the weather, people came and supported the event. 
They had fun bidding against each other and donated 
generously to help with improvements to the playing field 
behind the Village Hall. This event enabled the community 
to showcase their skills, trade or talents and provided 
opportunity for people to get to know each other better. The 
evening was a huge success, raising over £2300!! 
 

Best wishes for a healthy and Happy New year, Nicci and 
Louise  

 
FROM THE VICARAGE 

 

If, like me, you begin to get a bit fed up with sometimes 
hardly seeing the daylight, the feast of the Epiphany, 
marked on 6 January, is one of our great festivals of light 
and a reminder that the days are starting to get longer again. 
It has long been associated in the West with the arrival of 
three “wise men”, the Magi, in Bethlehem.  
Epiphany originally commemorated Jesus’ baptism. The 
visit of the Magi was in fact a later addition to the 
celebration but it’s funny how things become tradition very 
quickly. 
Over time, these events became separated out and their 
meaning became a little diminished as a result. That’s a pity 
as they are all bright, focussed moments that proclaim to us: 
God “Emmanuel” is here. The stories though are still read in 
services during our epiphany season, through to very early 
February.  
The word “epiphany” comes from a Greek word meaning 
“manifestation”, or an appearance, a coming, a revelation. 
These events are manifestations of God.  
As we mark the feast of the Epiphany, perhaps we might 
reflect on a couple of things. First, that the Magi “from the 
East” were Gentiles. They were not part of the Jewish 
tradition into which Jesus was born. So even here, at this 
very early stage in the story of Jesus, we are given to 
understand that God’s love reaches beyond traditional 
boundaries. It reaches to people who are not part of our own 
community. Secondly, if our understanding of epiphany 
includes not only the conclusion of the wise men’s long trek 
to a stable in Bethlehem but also the baptism of Jesus and 
his first miracle at Cana, then perhaps we are reminded that 
epiphany is not the end of a journey; it’s only the beginning. 
 

Alistair France, Ministry Team member 

COFFEE MORNINGS 
 

There was a disappointing turnout to December’s coffee 
morning, which was a shame as not only were there a 
terrific variety of festive treats to accompany the tea and 
coffee but Sophie, our village agent from Cambridgeshire 
ACRE, was there with some slow cookers and cookery 
books to give away.  Samples of delicious vegetarian soup 
and beef stew made by local volunteers (thank you to me 
and Alex!) using slow cookers were handed out to 
demonstrate how tasty and easy to make food can be when 
slow-cooked.   
 

Perhaps you were out Christmas shopping or preferred to 
enjoy the fine weather outside rather than being in the 
Village Hall on that Thursday, but please do try to make a 
date for the next coffee morning on Thursday 8 January, 
from 10.30 – 12.00.  You will be made very welcome and, 
thanks to our incredible volunteer cake-makers, there will 
be a mix of interesting and classic cakes and biscuits to 
choose from. 
 

Donations given for the refreshments totalled £50 in 
December and have gone to the charity Crisis at Christmas.  
We always welcome suggestions for charities to support, so 
if you have a charity close to your heart, please let me 
know. 
 

Sue Thurston.  
Email: mail@suethurston.co.uk, T: 01223 897811 

 

BALSHAM JIGSAW LIBRARY 
Nine Chimney House Garage 

 

There is now some new stock (around 60 jigsaws) of 1000 
pieces. However there are very few jigsaws of 500 pieces or 
less. Anyone is welcome to come to the garage in Nine 
Chimneys Lane, to look at or take away jigsaws. 
 

Joanna Sanders, Email: sanderschimneys@uwclub.net 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 24 November have 
been posted on the website and village notice boards. 
The following are some of the main items discussed. 
 

Planning:  

Streetly Hall biodigester: Christopher Covey said that the 
archaeological investigations are on-going and anything of 
interest will be investigated but this will take time.  
Kingsway Solar Farm update: A confidential report had 
been received from the solicitors acting on behalf of the 
Kingsway Area Parish Council Alliance. A Barrister will 
act as representative of the KSCA and the Parish Council 
Alliance and a letter will be sent outlining the terms of 
reference confirming our representation.  The Parish 
Council will still independently register as an interested 
party with the Planning Inspectorate. 
 

Finance: The Budget and Precept will be set at the January 
meeting. 
 

Traffic & Parking issues:  
Potholes & flooding: 
473753.  Church Corner - Need to check if any work has 
been done as there is less of a problem with excess water. 
509459.   Webbs Road - Patching has been carried out. 
509460. Streetly End - Edge of road badly damaged 
opposite speed sign before bend. Cllr. Batchelor will be 
asked when the work will be done as this was supposed to 
have been carried out several weeks ago.  
Speedwatch: Recent speed readings. 
Date     Location   Total   5mph     Max 
        over     mph 
6/10/25     Streetly End facing east 3805   368     48mph 

6/11/25     Burton End facing north 635   10     48mph 

17/11/25  Streetly End facing east 4464   43     43mph 

23/11/25  Streetly End facing west 9135   383     48mph 

Speedwatch training. 12 people have volunteered and 
training starts on 13 December.  
 

Maintenance:  
Footpaths: The bridge on footpath 16 had a broken slat 
which has now repaired. 
 

Village Hall & Recreation ground: 
Repairs to play equipment:  Repairs to comply with the 
RoSPA report are in progress.  
Five-a-side project: Over £2,300 was raised at the Auction 
of Promises event.  A great success with the whole village 
involved.  The Chairman thanked the organisers of the 
auction, the donors and those who participated for their 
generous and gracious contributions and support.  Costs of 
equipment and furniture are being looked into by Cllr 
Temple. 
Free tree planting:  It was agreed to accept the offer of six 
trees (saplings), possibly placing two trees at each entrance 
to the village or 4 in the top field (ED. Where - playing 
field?). 
Village sign.  The post needs fixing & realigning. 
Village Hall big events:  The Village Hall Management 
Committee have made a request to put a chain up to stop 
unauthorised vehicles entering the field from the upper car 
park. This was agreed but using bollards rather than a chain, 
for Health & Safety reasons.  The cost of bollards is being 
looked into. 
 

Reports by Council Cllr. Batchelor and District Cllr. 
Harvey : These can be seen on westwickham.org. 
 

The next meeting will be held on  
Monday 26 January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

All are welcome to attend. 
 

Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk.  
T: 01223 665260; Email: parish.clerk@westwickham.org 

KINGSWAY SOLAR COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

As we welcome the new year, many of you are asking: “Is 
there anything else we can do?” You’ve written letters, 
attended meetings, responded to each consultation and 
shared your concerns widely. Thank you—your collective 
effort continues to make a real impact.  
 

While the formal process is in a quieter phase, a great deal 
is happening behind the scenes. KSCA is now working 
closely with others through a newly formed legal steering 
committee to review options for legal representation and 
ensure the community’s concerns are strongly and expertly 
presented as we move into the next stages of the NSIP 
process. 
We’re also developing our public relations plan and setting 
out the next steps of the campaign—so please keep an eye 
out for further updates. 
 

Where we are in the NSIP process? We are still in the pre
-application stage, and we hope Kingsway are actively 
considering the letters, feedback and concerns the 
community has raised. The next key milestone is expected 
around March 2026, when Kingsway may submit its 
planning application. After that, residents will be able to 
register as Interested Parties, take part in the Examination 
and submit evidence. The final stages carry no active 
community role, though judicial review may be considered. 
 

KSCA needs a new communications lead. With Roz 
relocating to Wales, we are now looking for someone local 
to help keep our community informed and engaged 
throughout the next stages of the campaign. 
Ideally that person will be: 

• Enthusiastic and community-minded 

• Comfortable coordinating a small comms subcommittee 

• Willing to sit on the KSCA main committee 

• Happy to support local outreach—social posts, press, 
leaflets and updates 

You won’t be doing this alone. We already have a friendly 
team of volunteers and plenty of templates and materials 
ready to use. If you enjoy generating ideas, pitching in, and 
helping keep neighbours up to date, we’d love to hear from 
you. If you’re curious and would like to explore the role 
further, please get in touch by email or speak to one of the 
committee. 
 

Step into Nature campaign continues. We encourage 
everyone to keep recording what you see and hear on your 
walks—birds, mammals, insects, plants. These observations 
are especially valuable in highlighting gaps or deficiencies 
in the surveys carried out by Kingsway, particularly in areas 
where partial or no surveys have been undertaken, such as 
along the proposed grid connection corridor. Every record 
helps—so please keep observing and keep noting what you 
find on iRecord. 
 

Useful links 

• Join KSCA: kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/how-

to-join-us 

• Request a sticker: hello@kingswayaction.org 

• Support our campaign: gofund.me/no-to-kingsway-solar
-farm 

• Contribute to legal funds: crowdjustice.com/case/
kingswaysolarcommunitylegalaction 

• Follow us on Facebook & Instagram: 
#kingswaysolaraction 

 

Kathy Day 



A New Year.  A new series. 
 

WEST WICKHAM IN THE PAST 
 

THERE USED TO BE…. 
A school in the churchyard 

 

In June 1829, the Reverend John Wollaston applied to the 
National Society for the Education of the Poor in the 
Principles of the Established Church (commonly called just 
the National Society) for aid ‘towards the erection of a 
Sunday School for Boys and Girls at West Wickham’.  The 
National Society was founded in 1811 with a mission to 
establish a school in every parish in England & Wales and 
to achieve this it gave building grants to those who aligned 
with its aims.  Wollaston had already successfully applied 
two years previously to be ‘united with the National 
Society’, confirming then that its system of teaching had 
been adopted and the children were being instructed in 
Church of England liturgy and catechism (the forms of 
public religious worship and the doctrine) and that they 
attended church services twice on Sundays. 
 

Wollaston said that the number of children in the village 
between about 5 and 13 years of age requiring free or cheap 
instruction was no less than 100 and roughly in the 
proportion of 60 girls to 40 boys.   The proposal was for a 
free Sunday School, supported by donations, with a day 
school to follow if funds allowed.  This would have a penny 
subscription (he doesn’t say but this is probably weekly).  
The school room was to be erected in the far corner of the 
churchyard to the right of the gate and be made with flint 
walls and a pantiled roof.  It was to be 45ft long and 14ft 
wide giving an area of about 7 sq ft per child and he was 
envisaging there would be 80 children at a time. 
 

The estimated building costs were £96 - £51 for the 
bricklayer, £30 for the carpenter, £5 for fittings and £10 to 
transport materials (the money for the bricklayer and 
carpenter must have included the cost of materials).  An 
additional £15 a year would be needed to pay a Master and 
Mistress.  So far £57 had been raised - £25 from major 
landowner, the Earl of Hardwicke, £10 from Wollaston 
himself and £22 from the rest of the parish.  Wollaston 
reported that all possible sources of income had now been 
exhausted. 
 

His application was obviously successful.  By 1836, 
Wollaston was reporting that 106 children were attending 
the Sunday School which he and his wife, Mary, were 
personally supervising.  He was keen that the children 
should be respectably dressed and one recollection says that 
he gave all the girls a course white straw bonnet, a little 
white calico apron and a small cape.  Expectations for the 
children were high and on leaving they were expected to be 
‘religious, honest, sober and industrious’. 
 

It seems unlikely that Wollaston was able to provide a day 
school but there was certainly one after he had left the 
village and emigrated to Western Australia in 1840.  The 
1870 Education Act then forced the village into providing a 
more adequate and appropriate building and the brick-built 
day school in the High Street was opened in 1877 (still as a 
National School).  Education did not become compulsory 
for 5 to 10 year olds until the 1880s and free in 1890.  
Wollaston’s school room had been demolished by 1903. 
 

To find out more about your village in the past why not join 
West Wickham & District Local History Club, come along 
to a meeting or contact: 
 

Janet Morris, 21 High Street 
T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com 

NATURE NOTES 
 

At the time of writing, tropical air from the mid-Atlantic is 
giving us windy, wet and unseasonably warm conditions. 
Extraordinarily for the time of year, I am still seeing the 
occasional bat flying. They will probably have been woken 
by the milder weather and hopefully will find some insects 
so that they can top up their fat reserves.  
 

The winter thrushes that have arrived from northern Europe 
have a similar 
mission but are 
concentrating on fruit 
in the form of fallen 
apples and hedgerow 
berries, although we 
also see them in 
fields looking for 
invertebrates. As we 
said in previous 
Nature Notes there 
has been a huge crop 
of both berries and apples, although concerns were 
expressed that the berries were cropping rather too early. 
Quite a few people in the village have seen redwings and 
fieldfares. A group of the latter visited the copse in our 
garden and obligingly stood for the camera up there.  
 

Meanwhile a pair of their cousins the mistle thrushes have 
been feeding on the berries of the whitebeam at Maypole 
Croft, and defending it fiercely against intruders. These 
large thrushes have a distinctive, loud call and are very 
territorial. They breed early in the year, often nesting in 
February and are sometimes in full voice by January, which 
gave them an old country name of ‘Jeremy Joy’. Their 
indifference to the wind and rain at that time of year 
explains their better-known name in folklore – the Storm 
Cock. The bird includes mistletoe berries in its diet (hence 
its name). There are clumps of mistletoe in some trees 
locally, so if you stand under one, someone may kiss you, 
but you may also see a mistle thrush, which would be even 
better. 
 

The smaller birds can now be seen in flocks, in which they 
gather for security reasons in the winter. There has been a 
flock of yellowhammers in and around the village which, 
on a sunny day stand out like canaries against the stark 
hedgerows. 
 

There has also been a large flock of golden plover seen at 
the top crossroads. These birds were once considered game 
birds and with their narrow wings give an impression of 
speed in flight. Whether the golden plover or the red grouse 
should be considered Europe’s fastest game bird was a 
matter of dispute, originating at an Irish shooting party in 
1951. One of those involved with the controversy was Sir 
Hugh Beaver, managing director of the Guinness Brewery, 
and the work he inspired has become one of the world’s 
bestselling titles and perennial Christmas presents, The 
Guinness Book of Records 

 

Foxes are currently quite active, and not always in a good 
way, as various chicken owners will appreciate.  However it 
is also the time of year when foxes get together, so I am 
hoping to catch some vulpine romance on my camera. In the 
middle of the night you may hear a fox barking to advertise 
their availability, or the rather more excruciating noise of 
the mating process. 
 

Drawing by Maureen Williams 

 

Please send your nature sightings to: 
Peter Grieve. T: 01223 897811, E: mail@petergrieve.co.uk 

Di Licence. T: 290434, E: dianarubylicence@gmail.com  



WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 
 

Winter skies and wish lists 
 

 

With bright January skies tempting us outside after the 
festive eating and drinking, 
there is so much for 
gardeners to look forward to 
in the New Year. Sowing 
seeds such as broad beans, 
sweet peas, tomatoes and 
chillies this month gives 
them all a head start as well 
as giving us something to 
look forward to in the 
seasons ahead.   
 

Now is a good time to sow 
chilli seeds 

 

Being part of the Gardening Club not only enables us all to 
share our successes and lessons from the year, as we did at 
the Christmas social in December, but also for the novices 
amongst us to learn from our experienced members about 
new things to add to our wish lists. 
 

If you are not a member of the Gardening Club at the 
moment, we are always delighted to see new faces, even if 
you would just like to come to a meeting and see what it is 
all about. Non-members can come along for £2 and full 
membership is still £8 this year. 
 

The Club aims to offer a welcoming atmosphere with a 
range of ages and experience. As well as monthly talks on a 
wide range of subjects from self-sufficiency to wasps, we 
also hold our incredibly popular Plant Sale in June and a 
Gardening Fair and photo competition in September. One 
of our summer outings this year will be to RHS Wisley.    
 

We are excited to welcome Dr Neil Dickinson as our first 
speaker of 2026, talking on the subject of Japanese 
Gardens: what, why, how? on Monday 19 January in West 
Wickham Village Hall at 7.30pm. Every Japanese garden is 
packed full of meaning and references that we may not fully 
understand and Neil will help us unlock how to interpret 
them. 
 

So why not add the Gardening Club to your January wish 
list? We’d be very happy to meet you. Membership for 2025
–2026 runs from October to October with new members 
welcome to join throughout the year. Membership also 
brings with it discounts at local suppliers and half-price 
entry to RHS gardens.  
 

Please contact… 

Sally Collins on wwdgc@westwickham.org for further 
information about the Club.  
 

BALSHAM SINGERS 
 

Our sell out concert took place after this piece was written 
and I will report next month. However we want to thank 
everyone who supports our self-funding community choir in 
whatever way. 
 

We are a choir of over 65 members, a few of whom have 
sung with us for all of our 30 years. We need new blood and 
like almost every choir in the country we are short of MEN! 
If you like to sing come along and join us. It is a recognised 
fact that singing is good for your health and lifts the spirits. 
Membership is cheap, around £5 a session, paid per term. 
 

Interested? Please contact John Clenaghan at 
john.clenaghan@sky.com for more information. 
 

An Evening of 
 

GHOS T S TORIESGHOS T S TORIESGHOS T S TORIESGHOS T S TORIES    
By CandlelightBy CandlelightBy CandlelightBy Candlelight    

    

at 

Holy Trinity Church, HildershamHoly Trinity Church, HildershamHoly Trinity Church, HildershamHoly Trinity Church, Hildersham    

on 

Saturday 24 January at 7.30pmSaturday 24 January at 7.30pmSaturday 24 January at 7.30pmSaturday 24 January at 7.30pm    
 

Stephen King, M.R. James & Charles Dickens 

Read by David Hart and Steve Murray from the Outspoken 
Theatre Company 

 

Steve and David are familiar faces to Hildersham, having 
performed in the Shakespeare plays in The Old School 

Woods at Hildersham Church. 
 

Tickets £10 available at the door or from 

https:/ /www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ghost-
stories-by-candlelight-tickets-

1966127522346?aff=oddtdtcreator 
price includes refreshments. 
 

 

 

In Support of The Friends of Hildersham Church 

THERMAL IMAGING FOR A COSIER 

HOME IN CAMBS 
 

Once again we are delighted to offer residents and 
organisations across Cambridgeshire the opportunity to 
borrow and learn how to use a thermal imaging camera for 
free. Join a one-hour online training session to learn how to 
interpret thermal images, identify draughts, gaps in 
insulation, and heating problems, and to make your home 
cosier and more energy efficient. Great for homeowners and 
renters alike! We also encourage individuals, organisations 
and community groups to undertake training to survey 
multiple properties within their community. 
 

In 2024, volunteers from communities across 
Cambridgeshire undertook surveys of 113 neighbouring 
homes and community buildings, adding to the 325 
properties that were surveyed by individuals who had 
attended the training for their own homes. 
 

Thermal Imaging Training Dates: 
Wednesday 7 January 7:30-8:30 pm 

Monday 9 February 7:30-8:30 pm 

 

We only lend cameras to people who have attended the 
training. Loan periods are: Friday pm to Monday am, or 
Monday pm to Friday am, and cameras can be picked up 
from one of 18 volunteer camera hosts around South 
Cambs, and Cambridge City. 
 

More information, and interviews with experts, volunteers 
and organisers can be arranged on request.  Contact Fran 
Sutton: fran@cambridgecarbonfootprint.org, 07713841391. 

DON’T FORGET 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

THURSDAY 8 JANUARY 
10.30—12.00 
VILLAGE HALL 



MEADOW SCHOOL NEWS 
 

It has been a wonderfully busy and joy-filled month at The 
Meadow, with our children experiencing a wide range of 
exciting opportunities that have truly brought the 
community together. 
 

A Magical Nativity. Our Reception and Key Stage 1 pupils 
have worked incredibly hard practising and performing their 
nativity this year. The children dazzled us with their 
singing, dancing and acting, and we could not be prouder of 
our youngest members of the school. Their confidence, 
teamwork and enthusiasm shone through in every 
performance. 
 

Festive Celebrations Across the School. The festive spirit 
continued to build as the whole school took part in our 
annual Santa Dash—complete with colourful Christmas 
jumpers and big smiles all round. We also enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas dinner and held our Key Stage 
Christmas parties, helping everyone to feel a strong sense of 
belonging and togetherness as we finished the term. 
 

OPAL. Alongside the festivities, we are continuing to make 
great strides on our OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) 
journey. We recently welcomed visitors who came to see 
the impact OPAL is having on our children’s playtimes, and 
we were delighted to share the creativity, independence and 
joy that this approach is fostering. The children are thriving 
with the new opportunities: from imaginative play in the 
mud kitchen, to exploring small-world setups with train 
tracks, dinosaurs and playdough, to having the freedom to 
be inventive with a wide range of open-ended resources. 
Their play is richer, more collaborative, and wonderfully 
full of ideas. 
 

As we continue to develop OPAL after Christmas, we 
would be grateful for any donations of items that can 
enhance the children’s play. Small-world toys, chalk, 
creative materials, playdough and accessories, or household 
items such as pots, pans, spoons and bowls would all be 
very gratefully received. 
 

Wishing Our Community a Happy New Year. Thank you 
for your continued support—it makes such a difference to 
the experiences and opportunities we are able to offer our 
children. 
 

Faye Facer, Assistant Headteacher 
 

BALSHAM WI 
 

At the end of our centenary year our December meeting 
gave all members a chance to complete a keepsake 
Christmas decoration of an acrylic bauble engraved with 
Balsham WI 1925-2025 while drinking mulled wine. We 
then cut our anniversary cake which had been made and 
decorated by two members (one a member for 55 years). 
After this was a compilation slide show of all the 
presentations given during this year, while eating our festive 
buffet and remembering a good year. 
 

Our next meeting will be on 13 January and our speaker 
will be Charli Bitten telling us about Tropic Skincare, with 
the chance to buy some products. 7.30pm in the Pavilion, 
Balsham.  
 

Debbie Mower, email: balshamwi@gmail.com 

LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE NEWS 
 

Music is an important part of life at Linton Village College. 
It is central to our curriculum and gives students 
opportunities to learn, perform and be creative. Led by Mrs 
Juckes, the Music Department is a busy and welcoming 
space, with students often visiting outside of lessons. 
 

Music at LVC offers a wide range of opportunities beyond 
classroom learning or GCSE courses. Students can join 
ensembles such as jazz bands, orchestras and choirs to 
perform together, including ‘Linton Voices’, led by Mrs 
Brown. Lunchtimes are active, with open sessions like ‘Jam 
Club’ for anyone who wants to play. In addition, nine 
professional musicians provide one-to-one tuition, helping 
students develop their skills and confidence as part of our 
peripatetic music team. 
 

Students have also been involved in events beyond the 
classroom. Our Jazz Band performed alongside other 
Village College musicians for the School Big Band Concert 

as part of the Cambridge Jazz Festival in November. 120 
students took part in our Carol Concert at Holy Trinity 
Church, Balsham last month. It was a great community 
occasion attended by parents, governors and former staff.  
 

Another highlight was a trip for 40 students to watch the 
world-famous King’s College Choir rehearse for their carol 
concert, which is seen by millions on TV on Christmas Eve. 
Music at LVC is about more than lessons – it is about 
experiences, confidence and community. We are proud of 
what our students achieve and look forward to more 
opportunities in the year ahead. 
 

Helena Marsh, Principal 
 

LINTON LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Happy New Year. Come in for cosy reads on dark days. 
You’ll always find a warm and friendly welcome here. 
Relax with a jigsaw puzzle, find a new author or use our 
free Wi-Fi.  
 

We have an Author Visit, Crime writer Alison Stockham, 
on Wednesday 21 January at 2-3.30pm. Alison will describe 
how she plots her gripping psychological thrillers and 
introduce her latest novel. Tickets are £3, book in the library 
or contact cambourne.referral@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
 

2026 is the National Year of Reading 
(www.goallin.org.uk) and we want to encourage everyone 
to get into reading! Book groups are a great way to make 
new friends, discover new different authors and titles and 
get more enjoyment from reading. Two groups meet at 
Linton Library every third Friday, and the morning group 
would love to welcome new members. 
 

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King, Community Library 
Assistants 

 

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm; 
Thursday 2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm 


