VILLAGE VOICE

NEWS FROM WEST WICKHAM & STREETLY END

It is no longer necessary to book to attend
any of Cambridgeshire’s Household
Recycling Centres.

For details of locations & opening hours visit:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-
and-recycling/household-recycling-centres

CHURCH SERVICES

1 March 11.00. Joint service of Holy
Communion at Balsham Church

8 March 9.30. Holy Communion at
St Mary’s Church

15 March 9.30. Holy Communion at
St Mary’s Church

22 March 9.30. Morning worship at
St Mary’s Church

29 March 11.00. Holy Communion for
Palm Sunday at Balsham
Church

Holy Week services
Monday 30 March  7.30pm. Evening prayer
at St Mary’s Church
11.30. Stations of the
Cross at Balsham Church

For more details visit www.grantavale.org.uk

Good Friday

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

West Wickham website: for news, what’s on,
directory of information & useful contacts.
https://westwickham.org

AgeUK Community Warden:
Sheree Geoghegan. T: 07436 102865
Email: wardens@ageukcap.org.uk

Granta Medical Practice / Linton Health
Centre:

T: 0300 234 5555 option 3, followed by option
1 for appointments, option 2 for the Pharmacy.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
MONDAY 16 MARCH

Editors: Andrew Morris & Anna Fairhead
21 High Street, West Wickham
Cambridge CB21 4RY
T: 01223 290863
Email: wwvillagevoice@gmail.com

The Village Voice is sponsored by West
Wickham Parish Council and delivered free
to all households in West Wickham and
Streetly End.The views expressed herein
are those of the contributors.
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WHEELED BIN COLLECTIONS THANK YOU

gegnesgay 1411 ﬁarcﬁ E}aCk& G Huge THANKS to Susie Covey, who has volunteered to take on the

Wednesday T March B luek reen delivery of the Village Voice in Streetly End and to Evelyn Grau, who
cdnesday arc ac has volunteered to act as backup for the High Street from the Church to

Wednesday 25 March Blue & Green Home Close.

However the Village Voice still needs your help! It would be very
useful to know if there are people willing to take on the important role of
delivering for a month when any of the regular delivery team are on
holiday or unavailable. The village is split into four areas — High Street
from the Church to Home Close, Village Hall to Maypole Croft, Maypole
Croft & Burton End and Streetly End. I look forward to hearing from you.

Andrew Morris. : T: 290863, Email: wwvillagevoice@gmail.com

THE GREEN BY WHITE GABLES
(SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT)

Many of you will have noticed that a small hedge was planted recently
along the border of the green space in front of White Gables. Very sadly,
criminal vandalism of these plants took place the next evening. Some
misconceptions about the designation of this small area and its continued
use have grown up over time. Hopefully, a brief history will help to set
the record straight and avoid any further criminality and unjustifiable
antisocial behaviour.

Although it is a village green the ownership of this land rests with White
Gables, formerly the White Hart inn. This gives it protection as a green
space but activities can only take place with the owner’s permission.
Ownership can be traced back to the early years of the last century and the
property boundary has not changed throughout this time. In the 1970's the
Parish Council assumed responsibility for the area. However, the formal
process of changing ownership was not completed.

The green space was long the site of the annual village fair. There is an
account of the fair adjacent to the White Hart in 1860s describing stalls,
rides, dancing (and drunkenness) but the fair declined with the onset of
the First World War. Over many years, residents have enjoyed the open
green space and value it as a positive part of village life. Over time
history and use led to this area becoming regarded as a more open village
green. In the early 1990's the Parish Council unsuccessfully explored
acquiring the green space from the then owners of White Gables.

There is a public right of way over the area and the current owner has no
wish to restrict access to the rest of green space supporting its place and
importance as an area of historical interest as recorded in our
Neighbourhood Plan. Unfortunately, planning officers at South
Cambridgeshire District Council refused to give weight to this when
granting approval for two large homes to be built directly opposite White
Gables, despite objections to the scale of the new properties by the current
owner of White Gables, other residents and the Parish Council. Approval
includes the loss of half of the existing hedge frontage in front of the
development site with the reduction of remaining parts of the hedge to
approximately 4-5ft in height giving the new homes clear views over the
green space and White Gables.

Faced with this prospect, the current owner contacted the Parish Council
in January to discuss how to protect the privacy of White Gables and the
green space. This proposal was to extend the established beech hedge
along the boundary, while maintaining existing access. The public
footpath will continue to run across the green space and can still be
accessed by all.

Continued on page 2



The green by White Gables continued ......

If anyone has any concerns, questions or wishes to verify
this brief account of history and ownership, please feel free
to contact me or Julie Copas. We are both very
approachable.

Lastly, this vandalism has rightly been reported to the police
who will prosecute the perpetrator(s) should they be
identified and additional security measures including
increased policing have been instituted. The vast majority of
residents I have spoken with are shocked and appalled by
this behaviour, including long-term residents who have
grown up in West Wickham with a strong affinity to the
green space.

Alex Schuilenburg, West Wickham Parish Council

USE OF AIR WEAPONS

The Parish Council has received reports of the use of air
weapons within the residential area and would like to
remind residents that it is a criminal offence to fire a pellet
beyond the boundaries of your property. It is also a criminal
offence to fire an air weapon within 50 feet (15 metres) of
the centre of a public road if a road user could be injured,
interrupted or endangered. These offences are punishable by
hefty fines or imprisonment.

Even when hunting pests, it's generally expected that you
have a legitimate reason, such as preventing damage. Some
species have specific hunting seasons or may be protected,
requiring adherence to these regulations to avoid legal
issues. You must consider reasonable alternative control
methods. Any birds or animals killed under this licence
must be killed in an ethical, quick and humane manner, with
strong consideration of other residents. Failure to meet these
requirements is an offence under the Wildlife and
Countryside act.

West Wickham Parish Council.

COME AND JOIN US!

* FISH & CHIPS*
NIGHT!

SATURDAY

21.03.26

WEST WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL  7PM-11PM

FISH / SCAMPI / CHICKEN /
VEG BURGER + CHIPS

PLEASE PRE-ORDER BY 14 MARCH

Contact Nicci | Tel: 07527 879 135 | Email: nicci@innerlather.co.uk

NEXT HUB NIGHT: 18.04.26

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION - HAVE
YOUR SAY

Residents are warmly encouraged to take part in the
upcoming Parish Council election on 7 May which will be
run alongside the South Cambridgeshire District Council
election. This is your opportunity to help shape local
decisions and keep our community thriving. Why not also
consider standing yourself? All council seats are up for
election.

New candidates are needed as not all existing Parish
Councillors are seeking re-election, so this is your
opportunity to inject fresh perspectives, energy, and ideas
by standing for the Council yourself. Anyone over 18 can
stand as long as you are eligible, such as being a British or
Commonwealth citizen or have lived within the village for
at least 12 months.

What’s involved? Parish councillors are local volunteers
who represent residents’ views and help make decisions on
matters affecting the parish - such as community facilities,
planning consultations, local projects and events. Serving on
the Council is a rewarding way to contribute to the parish:
While returning councillors bring continuity and experience,
new candidates are still needed to contribute anything from
improving facilities, supporting local groups, developing
community initiatives, offering a different viewpoint on
priorities, through to maintenance, potholes and footpaths.

How to stand:

e Download and complete a nomination form from https://
www.scambs.gov.uk/elections/elections-2026

¢ Once completed, it must be delivered by hand between
30 March and 4pm on 9 April ,to the Elections
department at South Cambridgeshire District Council
during office hours (9am to Spm). Alternatively, you can
give these to our Parish Clerk, Jenny Richards, who will
deliver the forms on your behalf.

Voting information. Polling will take place on Thursday 7
May from 7am until 10pm at the Village Hall. Details on
voter registration, postal votes, and proxy votes can be
found on the South Cambridgeshire website at https://
www.scambs.gov.uk/elections/elections-2026

Find out more. If you’d like an informal chat about what
the role of Councillor involves, please contact:
Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk. : T: 01223 665260,
Email: parish.clerk@westwickham.org.
Your Parish Council is most effective when it reflects the
community it serves - please vote, and if you’re able,
consider standing.

Alex Schuilenburg, West Wickham Parish Council

ED. We invite all candidates to provide us with a
photograph and an election statement of no more than
200 words by 16 April, for publishing in an election
supplement in the May issue of the Village Voice.

DEFIBRILLATOR

Your nearest automated external defibrillator (AED) is
located at the entrance of the Village Hall. In an
emergency, call 999 and let them know you have access to
an AED should one be needed. They will provide you with
the code to open the large yellow box housing the AED, as
well as instructions on how to use it. Instructions are also
provided verbally by the AED when activated.

Alex Schuilenburg



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Below are some of the matters discussed at the Parish
Council meeting held on 26 January. The draft minutes are
available on the village notice boards.

Correspondence: A blossom tree and plaque has been
offered to honour community volunteers and remember
those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. The tree will be
planted on the recreation field.

Planning:

25/03677/FUL. 111 High Street. Regarding the approval
given by South Cambridgeshire District Council for the
building of two 4-bedroomed houses, disappointment was
expressed that despite the Neighbourhood Plan, which
stipulates that smaller houses should be recommended,
insufficient weight was given to this to influence the
application. Cllr. Copas said the decision also went against
comments made by residents. The Chairman thought a letter
should be written to our local MP about this decision.
Streetly Hall Biodigester: It was reported that due to delays
on scheduled work and the archaeological investigation
taking longer, the work will not start until July but the
planning for the access road is progressing and it is hoped to
be finished in 2027.

Finance:

Authorised payments: These are shown in full in the
Minutes.

Budget for 2026/2027 and Precept for 2026/2027: Cllr.
Sargeant had reviewed this year's tax base and suggested a
Precept increase of 4.5%, making money received £14,325.
This figure was agreed. There is the possibility of having a
Parish Council election in May costing up to £600. The
Chairman will do a budget for April/May to plan our
spending commitments.

Traffic & Parking issues:

Potholes & flooding: It was reported that it will be 6
months before work on Webbs Road is carried out. Various
pot holes have been repaired but one in Burton End is
already opening out. Many other issues need following up
and County Councillor Batcheler will undertake this.
Speedwatch training: 11 people attended initial training on
13 December and two groups were formed. The first, led by
Nick Salter, would run Speedwatch sessions in main village.
The second, led by Rob Giles, would run sessions in
Streetly End. The new speed monitoring equipment is
working well and the Parish Council has been given a
second hand-held unit by the police.

Maintenance:

Footpaths: Cllr Temple reported that the signs for footpaths
6 & 5 had been sheared off during hedge cutting. It was
agreed to replace them at a cost of £10.

Six free trees offer: 1t was agreed that we should order 6
silver birch trees, 2 for each entrance to the village.

Village Hall & Recreation Ground:

Repairs to play equipment, broken fencing etc: Tom
Licence has been asked to quote for the necessary repair
work needed in the play area and also to put up the three
bollards in the back car park.

Five-a-side project: See separate article on page 6.

The “Strowger” bench: 1t was reported that the bench
should be in place at the end of March. There was
discussion about improving the area so that it can be used
by larger groups of people to meet and enjoy the view.
Grants are available from SCDC to help with such work.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on
Monday 21 March. All are welcome to attend.

Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk.
T: 01223 665260; Email: parish.clerk@westwickham.org

COFFEE MORNING

In recognition of its proximity to Valentine's Day, the
charity we chose to support with our donations to the
refreshments at February's Coffee Morning was the British
Heart Foundation. I am sure that they will be most grateful
for the £50 we raised. Our Coffee Morning this month will
again, of course, be on 12 March and we would be delighted
to welcome you all to the Village Hall. As well as the usual
refreshments each month we have a range of books and
magazines to borrow or swap, so that's another good reason
to come along. Have a look at the poster for full details.

Sue Thurston. T: 897811, E: mail@suethurston.co.uk

PETER & RUTH LLOYD TRUST

FINAL CALL - applications for pupils starting university
in September are still invited. Normally one scholarship is
awarded each year to the amount of £1000. Broadly
speaking the degree course should be from one of the
following:- Architecture, Engineering, Geography, History,
Law, Mathematics, Sciences, Education, Medicine, Nursing
and Veterinary Medicine. But all will be considered.

The applicant should be living in one of the parishes
bordering the old RAF Wratting Common airfield,
including West Wickham. The Award is intended to be of
assistance in the purchase of books, materials, equipment
etc. The final decision and award will be made immediately
after 'A' Level results & University offer are confirmed.

For further information about the Trust and Award please
contact: Jonathan Drury 01223 290087

For an application form please apply via email to:
peter.ruthlloydtrust@sky.com. The application form &
supporting documents must be received by 5 April.

LINTON LIBRARY NEWS

Have you spotted some welcome signs of Spring yet? If you
need help identifying flowers or anything in nature, we may
have the book you need!

In the National Year of Reading (www.goallin.org.uk) we
want to encourage everyone to get into reading. There’s no
better way to get little ones off to a flying start than with
stories. Bring your children along to our free Rhythm &
Rhyme, held regularly on a Tuesday morning.

Book groups are a great way to make new friends, discover
new different authors and titles and get more enjoyment
from reading. Two groups meet at Linton Library every
third Friday, and the morning group would love to welcome
new members.

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King, Community Library
Assistants, Linton Library.

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm;
Thursday 2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Balsham Singers rehearsals are well underway for the
Spring Concert

Saturday 16 May at 7.30pm

Tickets will be available from 1 April From Balsham Post
office and online from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
Balshamsingers or via a choir member.

Jo Stinton
N.B our last two concerts sold out fast!



NATURE NOTES

February, which at the time of writing, we are still in the
middle of, was named by the Romans from the Latin word
februarius, meaning purification. It is hard to imagine
anything less pure than the current state of our mud-
splattered environment, so perhaps the Saxons had a more
realistic name for this time of year — solmonao, meaning the
month of mud. An alternative translation is the month of
cake, which I prefer. Perhaps they are interchangeable. In
any case, an altogether more upbeat name is Imbolc, which
was the name given to an ancient Celtic festival celebrated
on 1 February to mark the beginning of spring, the mid-
point between the winter solstice and the vernal equinox
when winter darkness is turning into the light of spring.

So in the spirit of Imbolc, we can say with full confidence
that spring is just round the corner. Birdsong is the most
striking part of that realisation. When you hear the first
blackbird singing in any year, that is a moment that lifts the
heart and this year they have begun a bit earlier than
normal. Song thrushes have been singing for a while and
robins all the time but hearing great tits singing ‘teacher,
teacher’ is also always uplifting. The humble hedge
sparrow, or dunnock is another vocal bird, whose song is
unfairly described as a tuneless whistle and whose brown
and grey plumage is understated. The dunnock typically
constructs a lovely nest low in a hedge or bush and lays 3-5
blue eggs which are sometimes the progeny of more than
one male.

I have engaged the Merlin App on my phone which insists
that it has heard blackcaps and chiffchaffs, but as I was
there at the time and
failed to hear them,
I found that hard to
believe. The App
also identified long-
tailed tits which I
could see on the
feeders in  the
garden. Also known
as ‘bumbarrels’.

Drawing by
Maureen Williams

Another nice sighting has been a barn owl quartering the
fields near the Burton End crossroads. Always good to hear
that they are thriving, although they dislike the current rainy
conditions. I mentioned people hearing ravens recently and
confirmation has been received that there is a colony of
ravens established in a plantation near the wind farm that
can often be heard or seen by people walking in Fox Road
or on the Fleam Dyke

Plants are also stirring and pushing up through the mire. I
think the snowdrops quite like this weather, and aconites
(known colloquially as choir boys) have been showing
bright yellow. Primroses and violets have begun flowering
too and wild arum (lords and ladies or cuckoo pint) and
dogs mercury are poking through.

We have had a few visits from a handsome fox into our
garden in the middle of the day trying his hand at chicken-
catching. The fox and I made eye contact and it was clear
that our world view was rather different, and yet... A friend
from Balsham who has frequent visits from muntjac into
his back garden hosted five of them at one time recently.
They have a penchant for bird seed and are virtually tame.
They are destructive, and non-native, but endearing
nonetheless.

Please send your nature sightings to:
Peter Grieve. T: 01223 897811, E: mail@petergrieve.co.uk
Di Licence. T: 290434, E: dianarubylicence@gmail.com

WEST WICKHAM IN THE PAST

THERE USED TO BE....
Working horses

Rather a lot of them! The 1880s were probably the peak of
the working horse in the country with 3% - 4} million
draught horses said to be in use in agriculture, forestry,
transport and the military. Of course, in West Wickham the
predominant use was in agriculture — powering agricultural
equipment such as ploughs, harrows, rollers etc and pulling
carts, many with heavy loads. Consideration of newspaper
advertisements for farm sales in the village in the 100 years
before the First World War shows that the five larger farms
of between 350 and 500 acres had between 12 and 20
working horses each. The four smaller farms of about 150
acres had 3 to 5. All horses on a farm had to earn their
keep, so add on the lighter horses used for small carts,
including for family use and for personal riding plus any
belonging to village tradesmen and there would have been
roughly about 1 horse for every 3 of the human population.

All the sales included young horses — colt and fillies (under
3 years) and foals (under 1 year) — indicating that these were
bred on the farms themselves. Where there is a specific
description, the older horses would seem to be
predominantly mares or geldings (neutered males) but there
are some listed as ‘entire male’ and advantage may have
also been taken of the services of a travelling stallion, such
as the ‘Roadster Stallion’ advertised in the Cambridge
Chronicle in April 1891. He with his groom was about to
embark on a six day round trip starting in Bottisham,
visiting Fulbourn & Linton before West Wickham and then
returning to Waterbeach via Saffron Walden and the
Shelfords.

There was undoubtedly a close relationship between horse
and the horsemen who looked after and worked with them.
Unlike most farm animals, the horses were all given names.
An inventory from Streetly Hall in 1852 and a valuation at
Yen Hall in 1857 show the most popular ones which appear
on both lists were Captain, Smiler, Boxer, Gilbert, Stamper
and Dragon. There was often tension between the horseman
who wanted his horse in prime condition and fed
accordingly and the farmer who was conscious of costs, as
seen in 1843 when 24 year old John Webb was found guilty
of stealing oats from his master, William Rust of Hill Farm,
even though the oats were for his master’s horses.

There were horses other than the heavy draught ones which
were being bred on farms in the village. In 1894, the Collen
brothers of Hill Farm, sold their entire stud of prize winning
hackneys — a breed of high-stepping horse much in demand
for pulling carriages and in 1914 the sale of Manor Farm by
Captain Herbert Catchpole, as he left to re-join his regiment
on the outbreak of war, included 10 polo ponies.

Farms had to be self sufficient in feed. There would have
been meadow and pasture for grazing and making hay and
oats would have been a regular part of the crop rotation.
With such a large number of horses, the agricultural
landscape would have been a little different from today.

To find out more about your village in the past why not join
West Wickham & District Local History Club, come along
to a meeting or contact: Janet Morris, 21 High Street

T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

HUB NIGHT!

WEST WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL

bat: 21.03.2026 ,,,, ...\,




WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY CLUB

Monday 9 March

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7.30pm Village Hall

Further details from Janet Morris, 21 High Street
T: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB
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Perennial pleasures
NING

With last month’s talk giving us inspiration for self-
sufficiency in our gardens, this month’s spotlight falls on
ornamental planting to enhance our pots, beds and borders.

Tim Fuller from Norfolk nursery The Plantsman’s
Preference will be coming to inspire us with a talk on New,
rare and unusual plants on Monday 16 March at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall. Specialising in hardy geraniums,
ornamental grasses and unusual perennials there is certain to
be information about plants to suit all tastes. Free entry to
members and non-members paying £2 per visit.

. and with only two months to go until our May plant
sale, we are hopeful that Tim will be able to offer us
valuable advice on successfully dividing our own plants too.

Membership is £8 with new members welcome to join
throughout the year.

Please contact...

e Sally Collins on wwdgc@westwickham.org for further
information about the Club.

e Janet Morris on jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com for
information about the Club’s Plant Heritage and RHS
membership benefits.

e Alice and Andy Mitchell on photo@westwickham.org
for information about our annual photo competition.

BALSHAM WI

The speaker for our February meeting was Rev. Hannah
Threlfall telling us about her journey into the Ministry.
Prior to the meeting I had been told that Hannah was a true
WI baby as she had been present at many WI events when
she was a young child as her mother was heavily involved
with the WL

Hannah told us about her life which led up to her deciding
to seek a chance to become a priest around the turn of the
decade. She described the studying and exams that she had
to do, firstly to be ordained as a Deacon and then as a Priest.
She followed this up with a selection of photos of highlights
of her time at Holy Trinity, Balsham.

And as many of our members were present at the
Remembrance Day Service last November when she told
the congregation about her ability to open a bottle of
champagne with a sabre we asked her to demonstrate that
unusual skill!

Our next meeting will be on 10 March, 7.30 at the Pavillion,
Balsham. Three members will be presenting items from
collections that they have, followed by our Annual Meeting.

Debbie Mower. E: balshamwi@gmail.com

KSCA NEWS

AGM and next steps. Thank you to everyone who attended
our AGM on Wednesday 11 February. It was encouraging
to see such strong community support. The evening opened
with a short campaign film created by Bob Coates in
collaboration with members of our local community. Tony
Day, Chair of KSCA, then outlined what has been achieved
over the past year, where matters currently stand with the
Kingsway proposal, and what lies ahead.

If Kingsway keeps to its current timetable, a Development
Consent Order (DCO) application is expected at the end of
March 2026. Once submitted, the Planning Inspectorate has
28 days to decide whether the application is “fit to be
accepted”.  If accepted, the proposal moves into the
Examination phase - the most important stage of the
process. Parish Councils, community groups and individuals
can register as Interested Parties and submit representations.
We will provide clear guidance on how to do this when the
time comes.

Our immediate priority is fundraising. We need to support
our legal team in appointing independent experts in
hydrology, BESS, landscape and related areas. Their
evidence will be essential to presenting robust, well-
founded arguments during the Examination phase. Please
consider pledging funds using the QR code below.

Community Walk - Saturday 21 March. Join us in
Weston Colville for a 2.2 mile (approximately one hour)
community walk along a well-loved local circular route that
would be significantly affected by the proposed
development. Plans include solar panels up to 4.2 metres
high and a haul road running parallel to the existing byway,
cutting across footpaths and the River Stour. Dogs are
welcome on leads. Routes may be muddy, so please come
prepared.

Free refreshments and a talk will be available at the Reading
Rooms from 2.30pm (open to all). From Spm there will be
music, a bar and food available.

Stickers Available. If you would like to continue showing
your support for KSCA by displaying a sticker on your
bins or elsewhere, please complete the form using the
QR code below.

Stay Updated. Please follow the News page at
kingswayaction.org to stay up to date and access links to the
AGM presentations and campaign video.

Useful links
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FROM THE VICARAGE

The days are drawing out. The darkness is receding. We all
feel better when we have more light. With this light comes
new growth, we see snowdrops, aconites and bulbs
beginning to sprout.

It could be said that March is a season of profound spiritual
renewal, marking the transition from winter's quietude to
spring's vibrant life, often aligning with themes of
repentance, fasting, and rejuvenation during Lent. It invites
believers to trust in God's timing, allowing His grace to
blossom, while serving as a reminder that beginnings are
sacred and hope is reborn.

We begin with Ash Wednesday and then during the next six
weeks we are reminded to think about our spiritual journey
which encourages us to be aware of God’s presence with
more than a fleeting glance. It is more than just giving
something up like chocolate or alcohol. We are encouraged
to slow down our pace of life. In today’s society there is
much anxiety coupled with the speed with which we live
our lives, with no time to pause a moment to see what riches
we have been given.

Rather than being negative I like to think of this as a time to
do something that helps our understanding of what God
might be saying to us. A few moments letting go of the
preoccupations that weigh us down. Maybe we need to say
sorry about something we have said that was hurtful, or not
supporting each other enough? On the other hand, it could
be that we can reach out to someone in need. A phone call
or offering help to a person who is struggling.

Having been made aware of ways to reach out to others,
apart from making us feel good, it could be that at the end
of the day it is possible to reflect back to see where God has
been working. To thank him for those insights that lifted our
spirits and realise that we were not alone. Think about the
day with gratitude, thanking God for the big things and the
small ones. Were there moments of joy and peace or
disruption? Choose a particular experience and have a chat
with God about it, this might be a high point or a low one, it
does not matter. Spend time with it, then look forward to
tomorrow and ask for God’s guidance. Before we know it
we are celebrating Easter with great joy.

Rev Kathy Bishop

LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE NEWS

At LVC student wellbeing is central to our caring ethos.
Our Wellbeing Mentor, Mrs Hill, is working in partnership
with The Beacon Youth Trust and Romsey Mill to deliver a
range of one-to-one mentoring, group sessions and a recent
initiative run by Cambridge United Foundation with a focus
on developing positive, respectful relationships.

Mrs Hill also leads our Wellbeing Hub, a calm space which
is open at break and lunch for students seeking a quieter
environment. Activities such as ‘‘Knit and Natter’” and
weekly yoga sessions offer time for creativity and
reflection. Mrs Hill offers mentoring support for young
people alongside a YMCA counsellor who supports
students with more complex emotional needs.

Our Henry Morris Centre (HMC) is another key provision,
where a dedicated team of Learning Support Assistants
supports our students with additional needs. The HMC also
works with Woodventurers to run our Forest School
programme, helping students reconnect with learning
through the calming and motivating effects of nature.
Looking ahead, plans are in place to renovate the site house
to provide an alternative provision space featuring sensory
areas, smaller learning environments and outdoor-based
opportunities.

Helena Marsh, Principal

5-A-SIDE FOOTBALL FIELD PROGRESS

Unfortunately the poor weather has held back physical
progress of the 5-a-side football field, and we did not want
to disturb the ducks, but we hope to get started as soon as
we have a few good days of fine weather. We are also in
need of more volunteers, in particular someone with a ride-
on mower to save me 4 hours of pain mowing with my
garden mower, but other volunteers are also needed.

However, we have already been busy. The Parish Council
have registered both as football club and itself as owners of
a football field. The idea is that not only will residents be
able to have a place for a decent kickabout, but if in the
future should enough interest exist, a club could be formed
so organised matches and trainings could occur. Oh, and
also because we will be able to access additional funding for
the field's maintenance, purchase of additional equipment as
well as storage facilities.

However, until then these are the next steps.

When the area starts to dry a suitable 34x44 yard area,
which will contain the 30x40 yard pitch and a bit of run-off,
will be roped off until the pitch is ready. While it is
expected dogs and other animals will cross under the rope,
please avoid walking over the area, or playing on it, until
the grass is ready. The grass needs time for its roots to dig
deep otherwise the pitch will come apart when it is played
on. As soon as we have a good run of at least three days of
dry weather, the grass in the roped-off area will be cut short
by a volunteer with a ride-on-mower (or volunteers with
regular mowers) in preparation for the next stage - de-
thatching or scarifying, and spiking or aerating.

Tony and Sarah Humphrey of Yen Hall have very kindly
agreed to do this next stage. De-thatching, the removal of
the thatch barrier which is currently making the field
difficult to play on, will allow newly planted grass seeds to
root deeply, and allow the roots to breathe freely and access
essential nutrients and moisture from the soil. Following de-
thatching, the field will be spiked /aerated. This promotes
robust root growth, enhancing the field's health, resulting in
thicker, greener grass that's better equipped to withstand the
stress of being played on.

The area will then be treated by Tom Burley, another kind
volunteer and also our local lawn maintenance specialist,
who has managed to secure dressing from one of his
suppliers along with the promise of some seed from another.
3-4 weeks after the cut, scarify and spiking, Tom will dress
and seed the area.

And then we wait, watch the grass grow, be patient, make
the occasional tweak and provide treatment, and avoiding
playing on the area for a few months until the end of the
summer to let the grass establish itself. All progressing well,
the grass will be cut, field rolled, lines laid out and the goals
installed by the end of summer, maybe earlier.

If you are willing to volunteer, we have lots of small and
some larger jobs we need help on. From cutting the grass,
walking the field to remove stones, weeds and other
unwanted items, through to filling holes, painting lines all
the way up to helping or running a club. No experience
needed - apart from the professionals who already have
volunteered their time, experience and equipment, we are all
learning on the job what it takes to create a football pitch.
All ages welcomed - youngsters just need parent's
permission. Please contact either Ronnie Temple
(ronniet@westwickham.org, = Mobile/WhatsApp 07710
000153 or myself (alex@westwickham.org, Mobile/
WhatsApp 07811 364531.

Alex Schuilenburg, West Wickham Parish Council
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