2026 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REPORTS

Annual Report on the Village Hall, 2025/26
Usage

The village hall is well used during the evening with only 20 days with no bookings or activity during
last 12 months (excluding Christmas). The main use of the hall is:
1. regular local clubs during the early evenings that includes Bowls, History, Gardening and the
new Arts club.
2. regular commercial clubs using the hall which includes iaido, karate and Chair yoga the latter
moved to Castle Camps due to lack of local support.
3. monthly community hubs include the well attended monthly coffee morning and the evening
hub nights
4. other users include local hires for badminton and dance, Garden Fetes and Private hire e.g.
recently for funeral wakes, birthday parties, family parties, scouts orienteering day - the
largest being over 100 people - which was well managed by committee members for parking,
clear up, noise, and despite the lateness of the departure no complaints have been received.
5. The Hall was inspected after use and found to be generally clean, aside from occasional minor
matters remedied by the committee such as vacuuming the hall carpet by committee members

Volunteers

The hall has been run with the help of a small number of dedicated volunteers and committee
members - all of whom have extensive other demands on their time. I want to record and extend my
heartfelt thanks for their undying good humour, commitment and support over the years. The Hall is
in good hands.

I note that a number of key volunteers may soon move on and replacements through the normal word
of mouth has not, as yet, convinced replacements to come forward - either for the committee or
continuing existing hubs.

Volunteer replacement remains a key concern and needs addressing urgently during the coming year -
I would welcome a committee secretary and a social secretary.

Cleaning and Maintenance

1. Water leak. A silent water leak as a result of a fractured joint on a kitchen pipe under the sink
remained undetected for at least a month, draining unseen through the concrete foundations.
Some kitchen units will require partial rebuilding with DIY. It was decided that a claim would
not be made to the insurers as the cost of the leak itself is not (apparently) covered and the
ongoing impact on premiums for the repairs would exceed any claim. The water bill itself cost
c£800 despite long and detailed engagement with the water company. A proposal for an
automated water leak detector will be brought forward at the next committee meeting.

2. The cleaning schedule has been reviewed and requests to remove high-level spiders has been
effective. No further complaints have been received.

3. Planting around the hall and the new planter at the front look great, with a significant
donation of soil from a local company. A heartfelt thank-you to the Gardening Club. The
grass cutting has kept the area tidy.



New Assets

Generous donations, prudent use of funds and time given by local experts has enabled the purchase
and installation of:

1. internal PA and music system for lectures
enhanced fire warning system
extended CCTV to cover the upper carpark to make sure that it is open and used
installer greater memory for CCTV to cover longer periods of time (more than 7 days)
purchased 4 additional tables to match the number of chairs and removed 2 damaged tables
replaced and re-sited the key safe under CCTV cameras.
New cooker and hob, kettles and mugs

Nk wbd

Income and expenditure
Over the course of the year a new double signature digital bank account was successfully introduced.

The final accounts for 24/25 show that the hall was running at breakeven with the costs and income
around £12,000 for the year.

It should be noted that for this year's income

1. The support from ACRE of c£1,100 has been withdrawn for all halls, which is a 10%
reduction in our income.

2. Club income - The loss of the Chair Yoga income and reduced karate club usage has been
offset by laido taking an extra day

3. The hall has held the hire rates for the 2nd year and remains competitive with other local halls

4. The Hall continues to support the local regular users with a reduced rate (50%) from the
baseline £20/hour, and a greater discount for the smaller clubs

5. Occasional direct fund raising for the hall itself has been limited by the shortage of volunteer
time

To increase revenue we have:

6. Undertaken proactive outreach to other potential external users and this continues, currently
speaking to the University of 3rd Age for badminton, Weight watchers and NHS for mental
wellbeing clinic. Other ideas and outreach welcome.

7. We have registered the Hall on the ACRE website to promote our hall to the wider
community

Running costs have increased significantly, particularly electricity, which is c£3,575 annually
(c£3,200 for the winter period), although the solar panels are now helping during the summer months
with £175 generated from the return to the grid.
1. The solar system has been inspected to optimise the beneficial impact and reduce costs
further, particularly the function of the batteries. The outcome is awaited.
2. The radiant heaters are effective but heat the entire hall air space and are expensive - to put
this in context a 4 hour evening hire to a regular club will raise £40 and cost £41 (c147kWh at
28ppkWh) - a loss.

The current dual rate tariff precludes the use of night rate to charge the batteries and will be reviewed
on contract renewal in April 2027

Compliance
Existing fire certificates remain valid, whilst regular fire safety inspections are scheduled and
conducted by a committee member.



Security of the hall users - Stockport impact has been evaluated and hirers agreements now include
recommendations for hirers about securing unexpected access.

The need for and cost of a music license under the new rules will be considered at the next meeting

Charity Commission financial returns, trustee details are complete and up to date, and I note the
increasing time, resource demands and cost of compliance is increasing as the complexity of the
returns is increasing.

Electrical Installation Certificate remains valid and scheduled for re-test by August 2029.

Parking

A complaint about the behaviour of the members’ parents waiting to pick up their children from a
busy club was received, solutions identified and formally reported to the PC. The club was
reprimanded and identified actions implemented, including instructions and expectations given to
each hirer. No further complaints have been received.

Some clubs are very busy, which places pressure on the lower car park and this parking remains under
regular review.

Martin Kerslake
Mobile: 07950 007777

WEST WICKHAM CARPET BOWLS CLUB

Unfortunately, after 26 years the Club will more than likely have to close by the end of the
year. There were 30 or so members back when it started but this has dwindled to just 7
regular players despite much encouragement for others to join us. The Club will be forced
into this, not by an unwillingness or ability to play, but because it is increasingly difficult for
remaining members to get out and put away equipment. We have often had to cancel
meetings at short notice because there have not been enough people who can physically do
this.

Carpet bowls may not be a heavily aerobic sport but it promotes good hand/eye coordination
and team work — all transferable skills to other sports. All equipment is provided, it’s cheap
to play, suitable for all abilities, great fun and makes a great sociable evening plus it’s right
on the doorstep and provides a regular income for the Village Hall. It’s hard to see why
people don’t want to play. It’s a sad reflection on our times that people seemingly prefer to
contact each other on Whatsapp rather than meet their neighbours face to face and support
community endeavour!

So, PLEASE HELP SAVE OUR CLUB. Just come along at 7pm on a
Wednesday evening or contact me:

Janet Morris: Tel: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY CLUB

The Club has had a full programme this year with talks on Balsham, Cambridge’s Sturbridge
Fair, the life and death of Richard III (more relevant than it appears as men from the village
may well have accompanied their Lord of the Manor, William Alington, and fought for the
King at Bosworth), the life of Oliver Cromwell and the experiences of emigrants to Canada


mailto:jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

from the area. A display was provided about the Home Guard in West Wickham for the Big
Garden Party last summer. This was not a particularly successful event for the Club as the
associated dog show kept owners (quite rightly) out of the Village Hall and there was no
encouragement to support the stands inside.

The Club is affiliated to both Cambridge Antiquarian Society and the Cambs Association for
Local History which gives wider links within the County. The Secretary is a Council member
for the former and represents it on the County Advisory Group on Archives and Local
History. The Club will have a display at the Open Day of Cambs Archives in Ely on 20 July.
This will give members of the public an opportunity to see where and how archives are stored
including many from West Wickham (eg Parish Council records, parish registers for baptism,
marriage and burial and school log books).

The Club welcomes new members and can provide help and information on village, family
and house history. It maintains an extensive photographic archive from which copies can be
provided.

Janet Morris, Secretary; Tel: 290863 Email: jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

West Wickham & District Gardening Club report to the Parish Council 2026

I’'m happy to report that the Gardening Club continues to grow from strength to strength.

This is in large part due to the very active and talented committee who worked hard to deliver both the
traditional events and new initiatives that are carrying the Club forward. We are also lucky to have an
extremely supportive and committed membership who are prepared to give their time, effort and
produce in order for the Club events to be welcoming, varied and increasingly successful.

With an expanding membership (81, up on last year’s record number of 67) the Club is looking to the
future and how to offer quality, variety and interest for members of all ages.

We are particularly appreciative of the sound system, provided by the Hub Night team, which has
enabled us to provide a greatly enhanced experience on speaker evenings. We have noticed a marked
increase in numbers attending and are looking for other ways to improve these events over the coming
year.

As a gardening club for modern times, we feel it is important to inform not only about gardening but
also about how to support the ecosystem around us. With these aims in mind, the speaker programme
has been thoughtfully curated to offer a range of topics that cover individual plants, gardening
techniques and styles, the history of gardening as well as conservation.

We continue to have two major events in the year:

e The Plant Sale on Saturday 17" May was our biggest to date and at which we took card
payments for the first time.

e The Summer Fair on Saturday 6™ September continues to evolve with many more plants for
sale than the previous year, the Photography Competition winners and stalls from
conservation and garden-related groups. The highlight of this year’s Fair was Malcolm
Cameron’s display hive and I’m sure many young visitors will remember getting up close to
the bees as they moved around their home.

As well as the garden-related offerings, of course, none of these would be so well attended without the
delicious cakes so kindly donated by members which enable visitors to enjoy the shows and each
other’s company in a relaxing environment.

During the summer we also managed to fit in two summer visits to National Garden Scheme gardens.
These are members-only events where Scheme members open their gardens to us for evening visits



and are another opportunity to meet each other as well as discuss the fascinating gardens we are
visiting.

The Club strives to be an active force in bringing members of the community together and we see this
as a large part of our remit. Offering a friendly environment to gardeners from first timers to
accomplished allotment holders provides a vibrant range of conversations at our meetings and, we
hope, leads to long-standing friendships in the village.

We are looking forward to the 2026-27 year with optimism and welcoming old and new members to
the Club.

Sally Collins, Chair May 2026
Arts Club report to the Parish Council 2026
The newly created Arts Club holds regular sessions in the village hall.

The current sessions focus on watercolour painting and are hosted by the artist Andrew Dockerill. The
sessions are usually on a Friday evening and cater for all levels of interest and ability, including those
who have never painted before. The current sessions are attended by about 8 people. Materials such as
paper and paints are provided.

Andrew adapts his teaching to the audience. Each week, confidence and skill grow as people learn
new techniques.

We would love more people to join the sessions and to give watercolour painting a go. It’s a lovely
way to get to know other people in the village and to master a new, or long forgotten skill.

Indi Liepa, Booking Secretary May 2026

District and County Councillor’s Annual Report 2026
County Council

Kingsway Solar Farm

A few years ago, our area was approached by a solar developer with plans for a very large solar farm
in the fields around Balsham, West Wratting, Weston Colville and Carlton. If the plans are granted
planning permission it would be one of the largest solar farms in the country and would be larger than
Heathrow Airport, Newmarket or the built-up parts of Cambridge. The process is that the applicant
has engaged in an ‘informal consultation’ at the back end of 2024 and is ran a ‘formal consultation’ in
the summer of 2025. Thank you to everyone that engaged with this process, we hope you will keep
the energy up to continue this engagement through the entire process.

The next phase will be that the developers submit a formal application to a government planning
inspector. Due to the scale of the proposal, the final decision will be made by a government planning
inspector rather than by any of the local councils.

There is a local action group, Kingsway Solar Community Action -

https://kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/ - who have done some very good work on putting

together detailed comments on the scheme. If you are against the proposal, please do consider
engaging with them.

Full plans can be seen on the Kingsway Solar website - https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/
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Local rnment Reorganisation

In 2024, the government announced that it had plans to reduce the number of local councils in the
country and merge them into what are called unitary authorities — this would mean one local council
that delivered all of the services that the District and County Councils currently undertake.

The government asked local councils to put forward proposals for what they saw as sustainable
geographic areas for these new unitary councils to operate in. Where we are in South Cambridgeshire
the starting point for us is a joint council that covers the Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire
areas. This is because a lot of the services, such as waste collection, planning and legal, are currently
shared already. There could be a case to extend the area to include either Huntingdonshire or East
Cambridgeshire areas but the starting point for negotiations will be the Cambridge City/South
Cambridgeshire combination. These options were submitted to government in 2025.

We now wait to hear what their preferred option is in June, and this will then be consulted on further.
The elections to what’s called the ‘Shadow Authority’ of these new councils will be in May 2027.
This shadow authority will spend the year setting up the committees, allocating budgets and
appointing senior staff etc. The Council will then come into power in May 2028 and the District and
County councils will cease to be at this point too.

We appreciate that the majority of people won’t care what form their local council takes, as long as
the services provided continue in as an efficient manner as possible. However, a change of this
magnitude represents a significant upheaval, in local government terms, so a big decision.

District Council

Cambridge Growth Company

Successive governments have announced that they saw Cambridge as a major area for growth in the
country. To facilitate this, they are in the process of setting up a Development Corporation (DevCo) to
manage the growth in the area from an economic and strategic perspective.

We currently have the Cambridge Growth Company, which will ultimately become the new DevCo,
who are going through the process of identifying the area they want to look at parcels for development
in and also what would be defined as a ‘Strategic Site’. This is essentially the size a development
would be before the DevCo took the planning decision on it away from the local planning authorities
and made it themselves. There was a public consultation on this number earlier this year and we
encouraged people to respond with the highest of the numbers offered — 1000 houses or over. This is
to keep as many planning decisions within local government as possible, to maintain an element of
control over what is built in our part of the county.

There will be more to come on this, so keep reading the local press.
Local Plan

Having said all of that, the District Council still needs to go through the process of submitting its
latest version of its ‘Local Plan’ to government. This is the plan for where they see developments
going over the next 30 years.

They are proposing that the South Cambridgeshire/Cambridge area needs more housing and have
suggested sites around the district that can take the housing. One of these areas is Grange Farm to the
north of Abington. What is being proposed here is a significant new settlement of up to 6000 houses
plus other facilities. The District Council consulted on this proposal earlier this year and thank you to
all those that responded with their thoughts. Of course, a scheme of this size will be controversial, as
the scale of it would mean a significant disruption and a change in our local landscape for the
foreseeable.



The next phase of this process is that the District Council will need to make any changes that it thinks
it needs to, following the consultation, and then republish a final version of the plan with a view to
submitting it to government in December this year. There will be more opportunities to formally put
your views forward, which will likely be at the back end of the summer.

Food Waste Collection

It is planned to introduce a separate food waste collection this year. This is Government policy and we
are obliged to introduce the new scheme. It will mean having a caddy for food only, it will no longer
be possible to add food waste to the green bin. This is a major operation for the District Council
requiring an additional 22 vehicles and around 75 new staff. Much of the initial costs are met by
Government grants, but not all. There will be an extra cost that will need to be met out of the council’s
resources. The roll out of this scheme has started in South Cambridgeshire and our part of the district
is one of the last to receive the new food bins, around September time.

Local Elections The District Council held its last ever election in May this year, before it is subsumed
by local government reorganisation. Geoff was re-clected to represent the villages within the Balsham
ward. We thank everyone for their continued support and, whether you voted for Geoff or not, we will
continue to do our best for the area.

More widely the Liberal Democrats had quite a successful day, winning 43 out of the 45 seats on the
District Council. A full breakdown of the local results is below:

Contact Details District Council — Geoff Harvey — geoff.harvey@gmail.com

County Council — Henry Batchelor — henrybatchelor89@gmail.com



